The Trueand Abfolute | 


BISHOP: 


With the Converts returne unto Him. 


' YVVherein 1s alſo shevved ho 


' Cnr1sr 1s0uronly SHEP HEARD, 


As well as our trueſt BISHOP; And alfo, hovv / ; 


lamentable and miſerable the condition of thoſe Mendoth- 
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Hu » . 7. Ver. 26. 
For ſuch an High Prieſt became us, who i holy, harmeleſſe, 
eparate from ſinners, and made higher then the Heavens. 
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WILLIAM... 


Piſcount Sav and Sc al =, Maſter of 


his Maj:33es Court of Wards and Liveries, al 
efpeciall Member for God: Glory and Great Brithines 


faf:ty, among the Right Honourable Lord: inthe / 
H.2hCourt of P.rlament now all mbied; Andeon: 
of bs Mayeſties moft Homurable Privie Counce Bl, 
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| ; , | 

3 of (rods eternall[mercies,run 
F3=T plcntifully;through all your 
Parliamentary deſignes, and orhers 
elle, co make you, astruly profperons 
in your Atsof State, asRelig1ous1h 
your intentions for Picty,' that's ty 
deſire for you, The'next formiy eſte; 
is this, that ſome Eropof your Ho. 


Az nours. 


KEE The Epille... 
yoUN; "and Clemencis, he 
lile ſpever)may throughyour Ho- 
nourable ac&< ptanee, ofMi. my fmall 


tender,fall on me,to make me as truly 
happy, {ncheentoyment of ſogreata 


Pi ones asl am forwardin the de- . 


dicatioh*6f the ſame, unto your Ho- 
nour: Trucitis, you may wonder, I 
beg (thus bold y for the latter ;elpecis 
ally-being thac Tam ſo farreremote, 

from your Honours knowledge: bue 
to ſpeak uſtly, there's no1wuſt cauſe of 
marvarlc; torthough Tama [angger 
to your-Perſan, {am notto yout 1 
cuouspractiles, whichniake ar Ho- 
miſphere of Great Brittaine, with ad- 
muxation to be.aequainted: with you, 
I'hs books: (C1 copfefte,) 15 nor wor- 
thy your tudiciouseye, nor reading, 
3. te Biſbop 1045; 7. am confident 
nn es withallygurhcare: ſtraying 
ſheep 
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ſheep, (1 have heard) your deſire 1s, 
ſhouldreturneto the fold,, imitating 
here -ourgreatShepheard, that makes 
welcome all the Flock that come. 
VV hatyou finde amiſle,in the hand- 
ling. of the propounded ſubject, web 
1s good, let your love to goodnes par- 
don ,and what otherwiſe 1n the raſh 
attempt, of ſo bold an advencure as 
this upon your goodneſle is, let your 
wounted-milJneſſe paſle. by. Great- 
neſſe1nyou(] beleeve) 15 as/pardon- 
full as- your goodneſle, for O how 


fweetly 1n you, may' both Church 


and State ſee, how they goc hand in 
hand together ? [ dare not ſpeake ail 
[ beleeve, of your. almoſt unparxal- 
lelFd pietie, tisenoughfor me, to ſee 
It,and to heare1t abroad, but for fearc 
of {u{pitton. of unpleaſing flattery; 'ro 
yourſelfe, I dare not ſpeake. VVhac 
now to-bee ſpoken for the preſent 


On 


The Epiſtle, &c, 
on my behalte, hath aneye upon ae 
 mercy,thatyou would vouchſafe the 
ſame,(though undelerved,) upon the 
worke and Author. Soſhall /thac 
am buteven the ſmalleſt of Chriſt m1- 
niſtry,be encouraged inthe painefull 
worke of the Lord, and endeavour 
daily, (if not more,) co bring Goates 
haire,(by no means leſle) to the buil- 
ding of Gods Temple , continually 
morne and evening,as long as I have 


aday to live, praying hearuly, tothe 


eternal Trinity for you and yours,that 


an encreaſe of true honours welfare 
may abound on your Honourable 
ſelfe, Your truly vertuousand Rel- 


gious Lady, and hopetull Progenie 


1ere, and that an immortall Gowne of 


endlefle glory with che communion 
of Saintsthrough Teſas (brift, may be 
youreternall inheritance hereafter. 
Your Honour: Servant in all Humlitic moſt devoted, 
Nicortas DaxTtOR. 


, 


$M © 


FSLS2LLRLSLLLPL 
The Epiſtletothe Reader. 


2Þ Ourttous and Chriſtian Reader if the Title Page ds 
SB pleaſe thee, ( as perchance it may,) I am 
$34 then that the enſuing Treatiſe will not diſtaſte at 
all, becanſe it tenders thee a ſabve for thy ſores, 
and a remedy for thy ftraying thoughts. Should now the word 
[Epiſcopacy, ] draw 4 diſlike upon thine affettions, or like 
a blatke cloud darken thine impartiall eſteeme hereof, it is to 
be feared then, ( for the preſent,) that all is not well within 
thee, for here thou haſt the , the trueſt, and the moſt 
perfett Biſhop that ever was in iſtian wor c 
Dioceſſe alſo is from one end of the earth unto the other, and 
from" the Sea unto the worlds end. This is the M, 148 
that governes Heavens Univerſe, and whoſe (Sec as it i 
without all contradiition Univerſal, ſo in like manner us his 
ſEPISCOPACTIE]inr all por oleable. This 
is hee that was called from the Wombe hereunto, and from 


the bowtls of his mother ;, unto whom all the Tles mutt 15.097 
liſten, and- eke the people from farre ; who i the branch 1at., x. 


of the Lord, and the meſſenger of the Covenant, who « like 
a refiners fire, and like Fullers ſope, and will purifie the ſons 
of Ln v 1, (meaning, all the Miniſters of his Word and $a- 
craments by what names or titles ſoever they be called,) and 
will purge them as Gold and ſilver , that they may offer unto 
the Lord, an offering in righteouſnes . 1 write not this now to 
barke at, or to bite at any in the world , for that Hoſtile and 
ſeurrilous humour both againſt Gods ſacred houſe, and Eng- 
lands Kirk , Tleave to our brawling and rayling _ 

(a) where- 


The EPISTLE 


ns ge our times abound, alaſſe and thrice alaſſe too too 
and corner nay 1 bad almoſt ſaid, in eve- 
= Ty 


3 ſo that ſhonld not the right able and 
lament out of their heavenly diſpoſitions, forth- 
with ſilence the contumelions affrents with irrevocable cen- 
ſures, of ſuch black-mouthed Sanballats,as without all qu « 4 
on the plenitude f their gracious judgement and <4 
MX rays awill - ——Y both Zion 
and all her ſounes may fit downe mt and weepe. 
Bret Twrite,vhis( feed pagan, pr proficiendo wy 
| re with 
, and that hi) benefit and ood l;kin 
Ay rar a A rfor the mater here 
it doe not come unto thee, in 
nfs Fs excellent aſh 4 
therein many an who'eſome 
lp finds oct and lifes amendment,) 
that as thou doeſt not recejve it with the re- 
und Take, kann, as the 
<Q arms 8, Jor Apollo yeelded Oracles, as well to 
prayers, as t0 Princes, for their preſents. 
—_ fine framchy ſirens fold *, Chriſt, 
ave di $0:enforme thy conſcience, and (uch 
demontrative Charatters , to centific thee of thy ſeules 
Pave, and condition, 1n that p —_— as that thou canſt nat 
(andſe mere blnded, adobe God hath given thee ovw 
ours rec but ſce whether thou art inthe fold 
of Obey or not, and whether alſo thy life be the life of grace, 
er the Lſeof fo. Tſball vot need to labour thee,in this Epiitle, 
how thou art to demeane thy ſdfe, towards the great iſhop 
of thy ſoule, for that cannot bee exploded thy meditations, if 
= agen but veade and wiewthe mater + wag I om ad- 
a ' opounded, is that the laboriogs 
Sce.theokrues pp. — to gather honey and not with the 
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to the Rnavrer. 


venemous Spider, to ſucke nowght ſave poyſon. The diſcourſe 

( for any thi I know to the comtr ary,) may put all the world 

in minde, Ss 4 moſt wretched and a moſt lamentable caſe 
thoſe extravagant ſinful ſoules are in, that are out of Chriſts 
ſeveral, ads out of Chriits encloſure, ranging up and downe 
the world, inthe wild and vaſt Commons, of all kinde of diſo- 
bedience ,, or elſe (which is as bad,) wandring to and fro, day 
by day, within the unfortunate pale of ſome particular enor- 
mitie. For thine owne part, (my Chriſtian brother,) I cenſure 
thee not at all ,, ( for I hh to bee guilty that way, is an in- 
fallible demon#itr ation, and 4 very brand and Symptome, of a 
carnall and aranke hypocrite, ) if —_ now thog art oy 
kinde of way the better, for this my ſmall endeavour hleſve the 
Biſhop for it, I meane, the Meſſias, who is the great 
Shepheard and Biſhop of thy ſoule , but if like atauntin 
Ammonite thou falleſt to malicious cenfurings, againit t 
booke, and Authour, know, tis the Authors reſolution, more 
lightly to ſet by, and value thy Indibriews taunts, then thou 
canſt tmag inethy d;ſdainfull nature, to be forward,in the miſ- 
chievous broching of the ſame : and beſides that he hath found 
out thine abuſive and unchriſtianlike ſarcaſmes, many dayes 
agon, and that hee is now preparing a ſcourge for thy poyſ0- 
nous tongue. What thou doſt objet# now out of an envious 
diſpoſution. my conſcience tells me,that in the minds of the well 
affetted, it ſhall ftand for nothing, becauſe they have deter - 
min'd at this preſent, that [ dicetur veritas, & rumpetui 1n- 
vidia,] that truth ſhall be ſpoken, and that envy ſballbreake 
its gall. But and if thou canit not abſtaine,from thine irreligi- 
0us obloquie, d be ſure then, that thy formality in religion, i 


but meere * mockery,without Religion, and that in concluſion, * 141.26: 


whereas for a time, thou ſcemeſt to (et on fire the whole courſe 
of nature, thou ſhalt at length be ſet on fire, even by the very 


* hell it ſelfe. And thus gentle Reader, bidding thee hearti- *Lom. ,,.6. 


ly to take heed, I bid thee heartily farewell. 
Nicoitas Daxrtos. 
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Ft, Preterit, _. 
1Secondly, Preſent. 


"Fj ſtate of nature, Ob oves 
errantes) ou were as 
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foules. 


w Firſt procerie, and that in the - 
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According 
25 ER 
ovile, they (balk hazpe the lab, they gd and 


ſeond Ordinances. 
- - Anerern Seeondly, —_— ——— —— ia the 
ate of grace, and fee ns: no again 
— year __ 
or like Sabo. 
death, but like 


love, look- 


Guos.ns cenkre, than Sraying (hoeps,) as hexe ong5.0n 


WT DPF 
x 


F N a ' 
antitors in the Text are I —_—_— you 
were, &c. 
_—_— ; the words inftratus in mans recovery, intimating 
Ca otoarrer die ohing 
be be with Chriſt, our condition n_ till we be returned 
teChriſt. » 


now, they being 
retired, a 4 roChriſt, tech of others ecturning 
onthe proves ne 


bf prin — mm wallowing i 
Hnwcee te better than before, 


» Peta; 


comes a "4.46 ths flocke, andaB 1 3 m0 @ inks 
Nieceflc ; a d to fecd them, and a to inſtruct 
them; a ſhe —  — — cfcnd them; 
yen, a ſh 40<ukecome for and a Biſhop to 
take care for their ſoules all which wee cinfalded aad 


ws edt the 


And he dmc 
Fog wot rom ELIE 
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Srvable, CCONINHINSS GER, 
axcet=finally called from The bed 

hewen, (as here Saint Peters anditorsin the Text were} till ye au 


they are called out of darkneſſe intollight, out of the ſtate af 8ph. 5.5, 
B 2 corrupted 
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corrupted mature, into the blifſcfull ſtate of are no better 
in the Holy Ghoſts, cenſare and opinion than ſtrayiag ſheep, 
which is a moſt fearcfaull condition, a moſt borrible and a dul- 
mall. tate for any poore (infull fouls to be in, being that they 
arc out of Chriſt, 
Sheet, To prove this point, the Prophet Z/aiah crycth out in ge- 
proofe. neralltcarmes thus, [owmmes ficut over aberravimus ] we all like 
ſhcepe-have gone altray, (meaning all before Gods c#:Auall 
J/4-33-6- calling, }) yea wee have turned every one to his owne way, 
faith the Prophet, agreeable -with that univerſall Raine and 
pollution that the Apoltle S. Paxyl ſpcakes of, WET WK Pas, 
&c.] They are all gone ont of the way, they are altogether bec.me 
wnprofirable, there 1s none that doeth good, no not one, Rom, 3.12, 
But. here perchance you will demand and aske me by and 
Ob, in what particulars doe unregenerate and unmortificd Chritti- 
ans ſhew themſclves before Gods cff:Quall calling of them, 
w_ ſtraying ſheepe, and wandring from the fold of 
Chrilt, 
For the reſoJution whereof, obſerve thee flowing dif 
Sol, Coverics.. Fi 
Firſt, - unregencrate men ranne frem the fold of Chriſt like 
The firk wandring ſhcep,by their unſatiable aad greedy avarice, when 
<rcorery they doe:moſt wickedly thirtt after that which is not their 
which ruas OWE, Which is not their right nor diie, when with Ahab they 
"$2; x, both bloudily and gredily, feeke after poore Nabehs Vinc- 
6": yard}an{ when with Demas they leave the-word, and immo- 
: Timn.g ro dCrately lovethe world, and hereupon the Holy Gho!t calletl! 
their [:«y57ie_] their love of moncy, (meaning inordinate 
and mf:tiate delires, and practiſcs) to be [3ile nd y)ov Ken ry | 
ro, þec the roote of all evifi, which while ome have coveted 
after (faith the bleſked Text) they have crred from the faith, 
(that is) they have ſhewed themſelves ſtraying ſhtepe, and 
have picrced themſclves through with many forrowes, and 
1 74.5.0 therefore faith Saint John, [ love not the world, nor the things that 
are in the world : for if any max love the World, the love of the Fa 
ther 54 not in bim, 1 1oh.2,14, 
The fecond- © Secondly, unmortificd Chriſtians before their calling hew 
«ſcorer, th:mſcives to betraying ſheepe and wanderers from Chrilts 
which ras told, by their groſk and crroneous teacuts in Divinity, hold- 
aiteay, * mg 
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ing thoſe things lawfull, that the Text condemacth, and thoſe 
a2aine unlawtull that the textalloweth, and for this cauſe. we 
read of Chriſts condemnation of the Sadwces, and that they 
were going aſtray touching their judgment and opinion about 
the doqtrine of the reforre&tion, [ſtaying erratss ; ] you doc 
erre, [that is] you ſtraggle from the tuld of truth, nut know- ® 
ing the Scriptares, nor the power of God, I could here con- cn; 
demne fundry that are ſtraglers in the like nature ; ſome hold- ctmern- 
ing the damned ſinne of ulury to be lawfall, that the text con- 54r in una 
demneth others, that tis a ſinne to take an othe which the text p:itcstrebi, 
allowerh, a third with the nice ruler of the Synagogu:, impu- 
dently averring that it is a fault to heale upon the Sabbath 
day, with infinite others of the like ſtragling humour, to © '; 14+ 
whom I fay with the Apoſtle S*, James, © do not erre any lon- 
per after theſe courſes, and conditions, my beloved brethren, 7,,.;.15" 
becauſe the wages of them 1s death, though the gift of God be eter - 
nall life through leſus ( briſt our Lord, Rom. 6, 23, her yk 

Thirdly and hſtly, unregerate and unmortifticd Chriſtians covery of 
before their calling (hew themſclves to bee ſtraying from the 2 {ner 
fold of Chriſt ſometimes by their uncleannefe and ficlhly luſts, ruanerh «- 
which Aoſes the man of God calleth going aſide, Namb..5, 37. 
13, ] ſometimes by ſpirituall whoredomes, as ſaperitition and - 
Idotatry, which the Holy Ghoſt calleth [a turning away from 
the Lord, or a thruſting out of the way, which the Lord-com- _ _ 
mindeth,fometimes again by their ſwinichſenfaality and exceſs ©4037 
ſive drunke nes, which as the prophet telleth'us,cauſeth crring 
f.om efic right way,and ſtumbling in judgment ; ſometimes a |, 
gaine, by their braine ſicke fancies which the Holy Ghoſt cal- 7757: 
Ieth [a turning after our owne wayes,] ſometincs againe by ao 
their wages of untighteouſncſſ?, their greedy taking of bribes 
following the = of Balaam the ſonne of Boſor ;, whicirthe 3.26.2 15, 
Holy Ghoſt callech a forſaking of the right way, and ſomtimes 
againe by withhelding the mcanes of falvation-away from 
others, to whom they ſhould diſpenſe them, which the Holy 
Ghoſt calleth [a driving away from the fold, crying againit 
the Shepheards of J/-ael, and ſaying thus [wo be:to yau, for 
the diſcafed you have not dragons neither have you hea- 
lcd that which was ficke, neither have ye bound up that which 
was broken, neither haye ye brought againe that which was 

Dy, driven -- 
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Fre. 44.3 driven away, neither have ye fought that which was loſt, bur 

4+ with force, and with crucley have ye ruled them] And thus 

doe we {cx in briefe, that by theſe and by diverſe other ſundry 

waycs and cours unmortified Chriſtians remaining in the 

ſtate of corrupred nature, wen p, nm n_ doc ever wan- 
der and ranne away from the told of Chriſt. 

The Ve, The Vſ that is to be made now of all that hath been ſpo- 
ken, is an uſe of illuſtration, to ſhew the lanentablencii and 
accurkdneft of the ſtate and condition of thok men, whe 
(as hath been ſhewed by the former daſcoverics, ) ruane away 
every day more and more from Chriſts fold, and like ſtray ing 
(heepe keep not company with Chriſts fiocke. 

Nhere we > —— wy mg ee rt 

aremolt peareth wayes, cipecinlly in a ic» 

Red onand moſt farchall miknies - E: 

wherein Firſt, unregenerate men which are ſtragling from the fuld of 

Jeers Chriſt, that are not as yet reclaimed by Gods cfieuall calling, 

condiios are ing moſt fearctull and curſed condition;becauſe neither God 

ing heap, NOX men are for them. God doth not prote& them, and 

Thank, good men doc not valuethem. ' No ſhepheand doth tend or 

an uareze- Jaok unto thoſe that arc upon the ſtraitc, for thoſe that 

nerace Che arc within the come within the compaſiz of his carc 
runs atray, and providence ; in like manner for application, is it withall 

Impi) fine fach as wander from Chriſts fiock, and that keepe not his f-ve- 

Cuode. all, they are not {| fab divine vexilloJ under the protetion 
and banner of the Alanghty, but as they give over God, fo 
God giveth over them, and that many tunes as wee, to a rc- 

mind to doc, tuch thingsas arc inconvenient, yea du- 
ring the time of their wandring they arc fo miſerable #hat they 

Rem.r.ag. have the very devils thamſclves tobe their guides and gover- 

Eg. 6. 12. nours, which is a very fcarcfull miſery indeed according te 
the words of the Holy Gholt in another place to this very pur- 

pot, they arcaliants'trom the Comman-Wealth of J/rae/,thcy 

Eph, 2-12. We from:thecovcnant of grace, and of promiſc,hav- 

ing no , and withone G © Þ and without Chriſt in the 
world. | Next, good men dec not valucthem, becauſe they are 
, Hhe che linncn Girdle hidden at Zxpirates and good for no- 

Fer 43.10. Thing, Nay like-the chaſed Roe, fas tiic Prophet {/aiab ſaith] 

Y4.13-14- and the ſheeperhat.op man taketh up, Whereas on the con- 

trary 


of 
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—— boldly affirme thus much, how that concerning 
$ innocent Lanmibes that keepe the toll, they are al wayes 
of Gods tending, alwayes of Gods looking to. And which 
eomfor table point the PfhlM eonfirmes thus, faying, 1heejes 
ef the Loyd are alwayes over them, and his eares are alwayes oper 1/1 ”_ 
unto their ovier, yea and they are alwaycs Þ tender and preci- © 
ous in his fight, as that the Angels are not thought to be too 
good to bee their guardians, and attendants z nay and thoſe ,,,, q.. 
that off:nd them are fo threatned by the Spirit of God, as that 
the Text fithof them, and againſt them thus, (namely) how 
that it Were better for thern that a vnilſtone were ab: ut their 
necks, and that they were drowned in the depth of 1he Sea, Mat. 
18. 6, a fearefull judgement G o » wot, yea amoſlt grievous 

nalti-. 
Secondly, the ſecond miſery thatour noregenerate livers are T'E fecond 
expoſed unto, which like ftraying ſheep ſtragg's from the fold a» wnrege- - 
of Chriſt, is a continuall affrightment z or a continuall, feare il 
and a continuall aſtoniſhment ; for as the filly ſheepe as long har runnc: 
as he is aſtray, hath never any perfect peace nor comfort ; even *"***" 
ſo for application, farethy it with your unmortifiod boſomes, 
who many times when they arc in their chicfeſt jollitics, arg 
notwithſtanding terribly skared, and frighted as that with | 
drunken Belhaxzar their countenances arc apt tochange, and 2*-7-". 
their knees to knock together, according ro that ſaying of the 
holy Prophet J/aiah, ſpeaking of them alſo, (to wit) «bey-1/:.,3.+2. 
are like the troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſt waves call up 
mire and dirt, for there ie no peace (ith my God ) ro the wiche., 
Iſairh 5520, 21. 

Thir\ly,the third miſery that our ſtraying ſhzepe, our unre. The «1. 
generate Chriſtians undergoe, is a want of the fociety of the 357 © 
fithſull, a deprivation of the Communion of Saints,. For "crate man 
illuſtrations ake,the (heepe that is aſtray, hath not the compa- wg 
pany of the flocke, no more for application hath your unmor- 
tified boſome the ſociety and fellowſhip of the Saints, for what 
fellowſhip faith Saint Paul, hath righteowſneſſe with unrighteouſe * <4 7%. 
neſſe } and what Communion bath light with darkneſſe ? or what IE, 
convord bath (rift with Belial ? or what part hath he that be= © 
leeveth with an Thfidell ?- and-what agreement hath the Tem-. psf 
ptr of Ged with Idolls > ng Hy eo i pdcdd. % 

ve 
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have ſaid thus,neither unrightcoulncile, nor darkneſk, nor Be- 
kiall, noran infidell, nor Icolls,tave any fcllowſhip or - om- 
munior, or concord, or parte, or agreement, with the bleſſed 
= heard C xn 12T or with any that arc of his blcfied 
C 

The fonts — Fourthly, the fourth and laſt miſery and plague that unre- 
and laſt mi- gencrate ſinners running from Chriſt and his fold ,arc likely to 
i unJergoe, is everlaſting death, they are in danger to provoke 
rare man God to fweare that they ſhall never enter into his reſt, that 
fray, © they ſhall never have the joyes of heaven, and that they ſhall 
P/.95 16 1 never have thecomfort of the flocke, whereas on the contrary 
Hev 3.15 thoſe that keepe the fold, ſhall have heavens benedictions ac- 
1Co7-410 cording to the language of our bleſſed Saviour, faying [Ne 
Timete, fc.) feare not Bttle flocke, for it is your fathers good 
pleaſare to give you a ks , yea and according to the (aying 
1485.13. of the het //aiah, in this paticular, behold my ſervants 
ſhall cate, = ſhall be ;z my ſervants (hall drink, bur 
ſhall be thirſtic;bchold my fcrvants (hall cegbut ye ſhal 
Cen ſervants ſhall for joy of , but yee 
ſhall cry for forrew of keart, and hewlc for vexation of 

ſpirit, , 

0b. But peradventure here ſome will demand and fay, if that 
the caſe and condition of our ſtraying ſheepe be ſo lamentablc 
and full of woe, why, what ſhould movethen unregenerate 
boſomes, 1 meanc our unmortificd and carnall Chriſtians to 

perſevere in this dilmall ſtate ? 

To which I make anfwer and fay thus much, that there arc 


_ fandry provocations and inticing motives that bewinch men 
to goe on in fin, and to runneevery day more and more from 
the fold of Chriſt. That therefore you may avoyd them and 

ELIT ſhunne them all.1 ſhall briefly lay them gþcn to your Chriſtian 
there we Conſiderations. 


gs The deceiveable provocations that principally cauſe unre-» 
any wa praninmes goc altray from the fold of Chriſt, arc chaſe. 
men © run 

—_—__— The firſt ocation or provoking motive that makes a 
nr man torun aſtray trom Chriſt, to the great prejudice of him- 
Yhe &erſt * ile and hazard of bis poore foules falvation tor ever, is the 
$rorcucien accuſer of mankind Seraves, the Prince of the aire, For illuſtra- 


$ - 
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tions fake, twas tc that firſt made cur firſt Parents Adam and 

Eve torunne aſtray from God the father, and alſo row labcurs Gen. 3.r3. 
to deale ſo in like manner with all his poſterity, that they may 

runne on ſtragling alſo from the bleſſed Saviour, from Ged the 

Sonne ; and thereupon doth our bleſſed Apcſtle advik all Geds 

people by all manner of mcancs, to be vigilant and ſeber, be- 

cauſe our adverſary the devill as a roaring Lion walketh about ſeek- 

ins whom be may devoure, 1 Pet, 5. 8. 

The ſecond provoking motive that occaſioneth men to run The ſecond 
away from Chrilt and his fold, is a number of deceiving Mi- Proveeanen 
niſters, who fn many places cither ſpeake not to the flocke at Minifteric. 
all, and fo play the part of dumb dogs, and thereby the people 
periſh for want of knowledge, or elſe when they ſpeake, doe 
broch nothing elſe but falſhoods, dawbing them with untem- 
tempered mortar, and divining lies,faying,thus faith the Lord, 
when the Lord hath not ſpoken it, Oh but what faith the Lord 

Againſt fuch wicked Paſters ? Oh conſult with the Prophet Exet.z4,o 

/ Exck1, and he wall tell us, that the Lord is extreamely angry 
and incenſed againſt ſuch,(faying, ) that he 1s againſt them,and 
that hee will require his flocke at their hands, and cauſe them 
to ceaſe from feeding the flocke, and againe, that they ſhall not 
feed themſelves any more, an4 that he will deliver his owne 
fliocke from their mouth, that they may not-bee meate for 
them, 

The third provocation that makes a man torunne aſtray 7% ——— 
from CuKkltsrT, is the world, which caufath men to goc is the world 
altray two manner of wayes, 

Firſt, when they love it, more than they 
ſhould. 

Secondly, when they faſhion themſelves 
unto it, more than they ought to doe. 

Firſt,l ſay,when they love it more than rhey ſhould, that is, 
v/hen they prize it abovethe things of a better life, and there- 
for: faith Saint lehn,love not the world nor the things of the world, * 1952.15, 
for whoſoever loveth the world more than he ſhould in con- 
ic12nC2, 1t 1s molt certaine that the love of the Father is not a- 
bilding in him. 

Secondly, when they faſhion themſelves unto it more than 


they ought to doe, that is, when men take their chiefeſt imita- 
C tions 
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tions from the wicked preQtices thereof, and therefore ſaith 
Saint Pax, (to keepe all good Chriſtians within the fold of 
Chriſt) in theſe words, that is to ſay, Brethren I beſvech you 
Rom-12.1. by the mercies of God,that you preſent your bodies a living fa- 
crifice,holy,acceptable unto God which is your rcaſonablc (cr- 
vice, and be not conformed to this world, but be ye transfor- 
med by the renewing of your mind,that you may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable,and perſe& will of God. 
Theathpro The fourth 1s, the keeping or retaining of ſome beloved 
the recain- finnc, that makes cither for our pleaſure or for our profit in the. 
ing of ſome pyrfuite of (inue, For inſtance fake, what I pray made lehu 
inficmiry TO cunne aſtray from the fold of God, to the pra&tice of Jero- 
or corrupti- Gpamy finncs, but even the Golden Calves that were at Das 
2 Kj 7.1.29 and Berbel? Certainely his greedy avarice was the very ruinc 
of his foble, and therefore; I fay in this caſe as once the Huly 
Ghoſt {peaketh in the like, Rows, 6, 12,13, Ob yeeldn t your 
members as inſtruments of unrightcouſneſſe to ſinne, but as inſtru« 
ments of righteouſneſſe to God, 
The 66 The fitth inticing motive that doth inſtigate us and ſtirre 
provocaron ng up, to wander up and downe like ſtraying (heepe from the 
co ene fold of Chriſt, is a mans owne boſome,a mans owne heart,and 
from Chr-t therefore the Prophet Jeremy calleth it [ ſuper omnia frawdu- 
hearts, Jentum,] ſaying, that 1t is deceitfull above all things. Viing 
Ier.17 0. all the deceits in the world to undoe us, As 
DN Firſt ſenfuall and fic{hly perſwaſions to make vs go aſtray, 
heart wferh as inthe cafc of Eve; her heart being deluded by Sathans wilcs, 
comake us perſwades her that the Tree was good for food, 
from Chriſt Secondly, that it was plcaſant. 
rn—_ Thirdly, to bee defired to make one wiſe ; and upon tholz 
aall per : d 4 , . 
trains, perſwa%kons, fails tocating of theforbjdden trum, tunncs from 
Gen. 3 6. thefold of Gop into the wide and vaſt Commons of wilfull 
di{bodience, and gives alfo to her husband, and hee d1 1 cate, 
The ſecond Secondly, ang apparently faire pretences, but deceiving 
uce-irot exciſes; as weſce inthe Parable of the Farmer, the Marchant 
make us and the marric{ man. When they were invited to the greed 
ragghe. Supper, as Suint Zuhbecalicth it, and tothe Marriage of the 
Luk 14-16; ,.-* - qe 
Mat as 2. NgS ſonne, as Saint Iarchew tearmes it, fe the material 
caſe that makes then kerp back,that makes them rathi r wan- 
der further from the fol1 of Chriſt, than in any fort to come 


unto 
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unto it. Every one of them as the Text tells us, begins to 
' make excuſes, The Farmer firſt pretends that hee had he 
a peece uf ground, and therefore had cauſe enough to look ta 
his owne Commons, and to leave Gods feverall. Another 
had bought five yoke of Oxen, as he pretended, and muſt goe 
to prove tFem, and therefore deſires to be excuſed, hee by no 
meanes will keepe the fold, for feare leaſt his Oxen ſhould run 
aſtray, but what faith a learned Father on the place, ['bew bes 
quam lamentabile eft Poſt-ponere Chriſt um bovibus, qui nos <qua- 
vit eAngelis ? Oh how lamentable a matrer is it, to pur Chriſt 
aſter Oxcn, that hath made us equall with the bleſſed Angels ? 
Next the Merchant pretendeth as faire as any of the reſt he had 
great trathke in hand, he had great Marchandize to looke unto, 
anabundanceof waighty affaires of great importance,and ther- 
fore could not come from Ship-board to the Sheep- fold could 
not be at the mariage, could not come to the Supper, but mult £4 74-13. 
ne*ds go abroad, det aa 

Laſtly the married man hath his ſlfe-deceiving pretences, 
his ſelfe-deceiving excuſes too;he had marricd a wife and ther- 
fore as the Text faith, he could not tend the feaſt, he could not 
keep the fold, He values more the Spouſe of his boſom,than the 
bridegroom of his ſoule, [impar congreſſes: ] and as if the com- 
ming to the marriage banquet would have been an hinderance 
in the injoyment of his love; and this our deceitfull hearts 
as we may juſtly rearme them, docever pretend, one thing or 
other, ever make one excuſe or other, whereby we run aſtray 
from the fold of Chriſt, 

The 6** and laſt provocation, that cauſeth men to ſtraggle and ,,.-..,. 
wander from the fold of Chriſt, is a loving of (ingularity more provocation 
than of ſincerity, when men are morecurious thencautelous, * -*< 
more captions then capacious ; I doe not here ſpeake of thoſe irs fron 
or againſt thoſe that are circumſpe& and wary in their manner {5 
of life and living, as in their thoughts and words and actions ful» 
[for thoſe are highly to bee commended for rare and excellent 07/15 nh 
Ch iltians, but againſt thoſe that will bee fo ſingular in their = 
wayes, that with the ruler of the Synagogue they will make : 1 13.14, 
ſinne to be there where God makes none, and ccunt that to be 
ſinne that comes not into Gods 1-:.unt. Thouſands and ten 
thouſands runne aſtray by this grand provocation, giving * 1i.5.:0 

C 3 theme 
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themſ:lves over ro profane aud vaine babbling, a=d making the 
ſacred Scriptures at their pleaſures and opinions to be like a noſe of 
1.2, ax: and therefore for conclu ian h:reof 1:t m2 ſay to ſuch,as 

4.39 Fiat Pagl ſpeakes ro Titxs, ({ying ) avoyd fooliſh queſtions ani 
genealogies and contentions and ſirivings about the lgw for they are 
wuprofiable and vaine. 

06. I but faies the wounded conſcience, ſ:eing thoſ: are the pro« 
vocations thyt cauſe men to goc altray, how ſhall we for our 
parts know when we goc aſtray, and when not, yea and whea 
we keepe the fold, and when not ? : 

Sol For anſwer whercunto, though wee have ſpoken before of 
" ſomediſcoverics in this kind,obſerve theſe ſymptomes and cha- 
raters in Divinity, which doe moſt afſuredly certific mens 
conſciences when they are out of Chriſts fold, and when they 
Gn to.the cyc of all G o Þ s prople to bee like loſt 
cepe. 
Dinas Firſt, the firſt ſymptome and token that declares a man be- 
by fore God and the world, tobe a loſt ſheep, ro be ſtraying from 
—— A the fold of Chriſt, tobe a Wolfe or a Goate, and not a Lanb of 
wa are ee the flocks, isan hating of reformation, when men cannot en» - 
of Ciriſts dure tobetold of their faults, when. they will not hearkea to 
The fra the voyce of the Charmer charme hee never ſa wiſ:ly, when 
Symprome like gall'd backes, and conſciences, they cannot endure to bee 
of reforms. touched, and when reprehenſfjon and inſtruction is bitter in 
tion, their eyes. Such {traying ſheepe (for examples fake) were 
4 54 ''- Sairit Srepbens madde men, who when the holy man of G o 
'* tells them of their faults, how ſtiff: necked and uncircumciſed 
in hearts and cares they were, and how they and t'cir fathers 
had ſlaine the Prophets, and how that tuuching the juſt one 
they were no b:tter than b=trayers and murderers ; inſtcad of 
making good uſ>thercof, [ frendebant cordibas, | they were cut 
to the.heart, -and gnaſht upon him with their teeth 5; not like 
PRers converts that were the better for their reproote, of 
Als 1.37-whom the Text faith [rarir/ynrw 75 replies) that they were 
prickt tothe heart and ſaid, men and brethren what ſpall we doe 
to be. ſaved ? but like «Amos his Revolters, that did hate lim 
that rebuked in the gatc, and that did abhor him that ſpake 
uprightly. 
Now-4t. the Ciuldren of God tell ach, what a lamentable 
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condition they arc in, how that their wayes are the wayes of 
deſtrution,and how that they are in the gall of bitterneſk and 
in the bondage of death; and they are ready to braſſe over 
their words, and toflint their forcheads, and to ſay with thoſe 
ſtraglers in the Prophets time ; It js not the Lord, neither 7, ,,. 
ſhall evill come upon us,neither thall-we {ce ſword npr famine, 13. 
and again, the Prophets ſhall become winde, and the word is 

not i1 them, and again hee further proceedeth, come let us 

{mite him with the tongue, and not give heed to any of 

his words : but alaſſe alaſk, what a miſzry thiake you doe ſuch 

wandring goats,ſach haters of reformation, even halz and pull 

upon their own heads and upon them tha: belong unto them 2? 

the Prophet telleth us that their children ſhall be delivered up 7er.18 21, 
to the famine, and their bloud powred out by the force of the 22s 
{word, and their wives bereaved of their children and bee 
widdowes, and their young men bee (laine with the ſword in 
battel, and that a cry Fall be heard in their houſes, when that 
the Lord ſhall bring a troupe ſuddenly upon them:all which 1s 
concordant with the words of the wiſe man; (4) hee1s in 
the way of life that loveth inſtruion, but hee that hateth re- 


proofc erreth, 

Secondly, the ſecond charater and ſymptome that declares The ſecond 
 ainan to be a {traying ſheep, 1nd a great way from Chriſts fold, + = mon 

is a polluting or defiling of the o:dinances of rhe moſt High, ins heepe 
when men doe not only forſake the practice of Gods teſtimo- ©, ly 
mes themſzlves, but to their uttermoſt power ſpeake cvill of '+ a dcfile- 
the- good way of God, that thereby they may diſcourage o. 5,,0.. 
thers from being zealous in Go Þ scauſs, For inſtance ſake, *t hearrs, 
fach accurſed wandring Goates the Prophet Xalachy fp :ak- M121 3.14. 
cth of ſaying, how that they faid that it was in vaine to ſerve 
God,and what profit 15 it that we have kept his teſttmonies,ard 
that we lfave walked mournefully before the Lord of }Hcts ? 
like thoſe gake-hells alſo in Saint Peters time, wha that they 
might cauſe others to ſtray from the flocke and fol of Chrif, 
as well as themſelves, urter fach and the like reproachfuil 
taunts an1 tearmes, ons ] where is the promiſe cf his com- 
ming ? for ſince the fathers tell aſleepe, all things contiquz as 
they were from the beginning of the creation: but what I pray 
is. like to be the doome and deſtinie of ſuch (tragling Goates ? 
C 3 The 
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The Prophet Ezekzel tells fach filthic Cattcll that foule with 
their feete the reſidue of Gods Paſtures, and that thruſt with 
ſide and with ſhoulder, and puſh all thedifſcakd with their 
hornes till they have ſcattered them abroad, that he will at the 
kngth take judgment on them. 
The third © The third and laſt CharaQter and fymptome that declares a 
A man when he is ſtraying from the fold of Chriſt,is afavouring 
aſtray trom Or a relliſhing or a taſting of nothing cli in the world ave 
Chriſt fold yordly matters, Hereupon it was ſaid of Demas, that ke: 
much relli- had forſaken the flocke of God, and had betaken himfclfe to 
hingot. this preſent world, and of Sax ſparing Agag and the beſt of 
marers, the Shcep and that Oxcn, that he had diſobeyed the commande- 
wang '® ment of the Lord,andthat therefore the Lord had rejected him 
my '* from being King over 1/raet, and therefore for concluſion of 
this point, remember the golden leſſon of our bleſſed Saviour 
to his beloved Lambes, which he would have for to keepe the 
Mat. 6 33+ fold, faying, Oh ſceke firſt the \xprevked God and the righte- 
owſneſſe thereof, and then all other things ſhall bee added wnto 


Exe.34-22- 


ow. 
0b. C but ſuppoſe faith the wounded conſcience, that I am branded 
with all theſe markes, that all thoſe Characters and ſymptomes 
of a ſtraying (heepe are upon me, what? am [ therefore a caſt- 
way? is there no hope of recovery ? and muſt I needs bee 
damn'd ? 

Sol. I anſwer, oh no ; deſpaire by no meanes in the world, but 
for thy comfort and conſolation caſt a glaunce upon the partics 
that are in the Text before thee, Once the times was,that they 
were as (infull and as unclcane, as now thou thy {lfc conte(- 
kſt that thou art, weltring in the bloud of thy crying ſinnes z 
they were uanaturall,unholy, and fubje& to diveric laſts, nay 
and as far from Chriſts fold, as now thou thy lt: confcfkeſt in 
like manner, yea and fo much too the text imports from the 
word [erats, ec. yee were, | ye wereas ſhop going aſtray z 
but ſee ſee the great goodnefic of God Almighty calling them 
and bringing who were once darkneſſc,to become light 
in the Lord, and cauſing thean alſo who were far gone a (tray, 
to returne to the Shephcard and Biſhop of their (ales, And 
- -— —_ diſmayed, but take this for an ablolute ground 


How 
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How that Go DÞ s deareſt children before their calling in _— 
CHnuR 1 5 T, may runnecaltray like loſt ſheep from the fold of 7 
Chriſt, 

The encourazements therefore now that I have prepared 
for thee to keepe rhee from deſpaire, and that thou mayeſt not 
make thy fſelfe a caſt away, though thou haſt lived all thy lite 
time like a ſtragling ſheep, are ptyncipally three. 

The firſt is taken from the abſoluteneſk of Gods call to 3 Encous 
have thee come againe to the fuld of Chriſt, _—_— 

The ſecond 15 taken from the ſufficiency of Chriſts facri- fancrs thar 
fice that he hath made through his bloud, and which hath fa- {273 do.n9c 


tisfied the fathers wrath, though thou by thy going aſtray haſt chough 


provoked his juſtice mightily to take vengeance on thee by —_—— 
reaſon of thy crying crimes, [09 time 


And the laſt encouragement is taken from the free wel- on, ., 
come which thou ſhalt finde at the Fathers bands, when 
with hearty Repentance thou returneſt againe uato the 
Fold of the Sonne, who is the great Shepheard and Biſhop of 
thy ſoule. 

The firſt encouragement, I ſay, why thou ſhouldſt not de- The &rft en- 
ſpaire, though thou haſt moſt grievouſly runne aſtray from the **3mene 
fold of Chriſt, is taken from the abſoluteneſſe of Gods call,cal- 
ing thee by all manner of meancs to come away ſpecdily to the 
told againe. 

Never did the Hart deſire more after the water-brookes, p/a.,z.1. -- 
then doth God deſire at this preſent that thou ſhould return= & 
againe unto him: Ho (faith he) every one that thirſteth come to _ 
the waters, and you that have no money, Come notwithſtanding buy Fſa-55-1. 
and cate, yea come buy wine and mithe, &c, And azaine, 
as it he did extreamely long for the convertion of all that arc 
altray, he divulgeth his delire thus, [caſt away all your tranſ- 
greſſrons, and make you a new heart, and a new ſpirit, for mby will Exc.:3 FT 
yee die 0 howſe of Iſrael ? as it he ſhould have ſaid thus, I do not 
deſire that any one ſhould peri(h in his going aſtray, 7 hadra- 
ther that he would retwrue an1krepe the fold, for F have no pleaſure 
11 the death of hins that dyeth, [auth the Lord, wheretore {iith he, 
turne your ſlves and live for ever. And againe, / came ns: 
to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance. Oh think not 


then that Gob doth not call thee becauſe thou art ſ. _ fo 
ule 
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foule and ugly,and fo generally abounding with the practice of 

all crying crimes, for be aſſured that it 1s moſt true, becauſe 

thon art fo, therefore doth he out of his meere grace and fa- 

vour call rhee that thou thouldit returne againe unto him, For 
Muftrations ſake, had not David his call co returne again un- 

to the fold, after that his hands were bath'd tn blond ? had not 

op" Rehoboam and Manaſſ-th their call from heaven,after they had 
> (5/9413- committed moſt grand idolatrics > Farther, had not CWary 
& 2Chr-3 3 (Afardalen her call from heaven, after ſhe was poſſeſt with ic- 
= *-- vert devills? Nay, had not Saint Pas! his cffQuall calling 
9** too, after he had practiſed perſecution upon the Saints? Wher- 
forc be not diſmaid by reaſon of thy haynous ſinnes, as it thou 

wert paſt all hope that thou ſhould(t never ſee the Shepheard 

of thy foule againz, and that thou canſt never come to the 
ſhecpfold any more at all, for ['mags proprivm eft D eo miſerers 

pro bonitate quam traſci pro juititia | It 1s moreuſuall with 

God to take pitty upon a poore (traying ſheepe for his mercics 

fake, than to rejeR him for ever for his juſtice fake, and ther- 

i tore he invites all to come for comfort [ ſaying, Come wnwto mce 
"I all that are weary and heavie laden, and f will refreſh yew. Oh 
then hearken to Gods call, and obey his voyce, leaſt thine 1m- 
penitency and ungodly courſes provoke the great Shephcard 

here and Biſhop of our ſoules, at the latter day to rejedt thee, 

indeed, and as upon the fooliſh Virgins to ſhut thedore upon 

M «t.25.22 thee, [faying, Non novs v65, | } know you not, depart from mee 

” of yee workers of iniquity, 

The fecovs The ſecond encouragement why we ſhould not deſpaire and 
encourage- Make our ſelves caſt-awaics though we have even from our ve- 
menew?” ry cradles to this very preſent ran aſtray; is taken from the tuf- 
nor diſpaire ficiency of our great Shepheards and Biſhops facrifice wherby 
though 3 he bath appcaſcd the fathers wrath in our behalf:s,treading the 
Ifa.6z z, Wine-Preſk alone and making an atonement for all our ſins. 
It may be thou wilt obj: and fay here, that thy ſinnes are 

Ob. greater than all the worlds beſides, and that thon art quite out 
of conceit that ever thou ſhalt bee accepted into the fold a- 

gainc : that thou art full of poylonous thoughts, full of adul- 

tcrous actions, top full of murthers ; that thou haſt as many 
blaſphemics as ever were in any mortalls boſome, as many 

luſts and deccitfull ropþberies, and as many crying crucltics 
avainlt 


| 
[ 
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againſt God and his Saints, and that therefore thy ſtate and 
condition is lamentable and _— 

To the which I make anſwer, that if thy caſe bee as bad or 
worſe, yet haſt thou no warrant tobe diffident of the ſufficien- 
cic of Chriſts facrifice, and the reaſon is rendred by the Holy 
Ghoſt thus, [/f the bloud of Bulls and of Goates, and the 
Aſhes of an Heifer ſprinkling the uncleane fanifieth to the 


Sol, 


purifying of the fleſh; how much more ſhall the bloud of y,,,,,,.. 


Chriſt, who through the cternall ſpirit ofterd himſclfe without 
ſpot to G o D, purge your Conſciences from dead workes, to 
ſ-rve the living God ? Moſt certaine then and a moſt infal- 
lible and undeniable dodrine is it, thatCunrrsrTs fufkr- 
ings are beyond thy finnings, his merits arc beyond thy miſc. 
rics ; and therefore be of good cheere, and that alſo for thee 
reaſons following. 

Firſt, becauſe the Sonne of God was plagued for thy 
finnes, Rom,4.25, | 

Secondly, becauſe hee was delivered to Death for thy 
fins. 

Thirdly, Becauſe he was facrificed as a Paſſover for thy 
ſins, x Cor.5.7, 

Fourthly, Becauſe hee was made a curſe for thy ſins, that 
thou mighteſt bee made the rightcouſncſſe of God in 
him, Gal.3.13. 

Laſtly, Becauſe he hath taken all thy ſfinnes with the hand- 
writing that was againſt thee,and hath nayld them to 

his Croſſe, (el. 2. 14. 
Yea to conclude all in a word, 6 be not diſmaid then by no 
manner of meancs in the world, for though thou canſt not 


I 4+ 


ſpeake for thy ſelfe, yet thou haſt an advocate in Heaven that 1106s 4.7, 


will ſpeake for thee, even Jeſss Chriſt the righteous, and bee is 


Z. 


r Tim,1.15 


the propitiation and ſacrifice for all thy innes. Yea thou mayeſt ,,*-'* 
ſay with St. Paul, namely that itis a trucfaying, and worthy and lat en- 
of all men to b: believed, that Jeſus ChrifF came into the world to 56” 


menc why 


ſa ve hun Yi of whom thou art chiefe, we ſhould 
nor diſparre 


_ ., though wee 
The laſt encouragement why thou ſheouldſt not diſpaire have been a 


though thou haſt gone aſtray from the fold of Chriſt like a loſt | 


ong tire 
ut of rhe 


ſhcepe, iS taken from the tree welcome which thou ſhalt bave told of 
I 
D at Chriſt, 
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at the ſhthers hands when with hearty repentance thou dofi 
returne againc. 

Ohr remember, remember the welcome of the Prodigalt re- 
corded in the Parable, as fone as hee rerurncs ro bis father 
fom his wandring errors. 

Firſt, the beſt Robe is called for robe pur upon him. 

+ 449 pager "Na 

Thirdly, for (hooes tv _ is ſeere, 

Fourthly, and hkftly for the fatted Calfe to bee killed for 
kin, that fo ehcy might folace themflves and cate and bec 


applications fake, &know that foch, nay agreatcr wel- 


For 
come hath the penitent finner at our heavenly fathers hands, 
when with the Prodigalt hee returnes it penitency unto the 
fold againe, for firſt the beſt Robe is put upon him, even the 
Robeof Cunrsys Righteouſneſ, 

Secondly, inſicad of a Ring and ſheces, and the fatted 
Calfe, he hath a kmgdome aflured him, and therefore our Sa- 
viour faith, frare not yee little flocks it i your Fathers good plea- 


Las 15-10 fours to 


A . 

Laſtly, for mirth and joy, the very Angels witneſſt it, joy- 
ing ard'rejoycing at the [{traying ſheepes returne, and there- 
fore for conclaffon of all, and te end this point in a word, I 

- would intreat all in the fearc of God, and for the falvation of 
their owne foules, that for many yeares together have any 
way erred from the fold of- C wn 1 5 T, for to performe now 
the taske that our Saviour doth enjoyne his Spouſe, Playing, 


Cant 6.13. Retwrne retwrne 6 Shulamitc,er wrne retwmne,that we may lock up- 


en thee. 


« And thus much be briefly ſpoken for the firſt eſtate of Saint 
Peters Auditors, which we call'd their preterit cſtate 
infinne; Now followes their preſent condition, their 
preſent eſtate in grace, ſpecihed in theſe words follow- 
ing [but are now returned unto the Shepheard and Biſhop 


of your ſoules, ] 


In 


—  O0- a—o ii= EI eOEIOI 
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N this their eſtate of grace we are to conſider two material 


points ; 

Firſt, their ation, in the word {retarned,] but ave 
now returned, &c, 

Secondly, their objeR,the objeR of their aRion,and 
that is our bleſſed Saviour ſet forth hereby two 
Appellations, or titles. 

I, SHEPHEARD» 
2, Brsnor; 

As we reade inthe next words, (vz.) Unto the Shepheard 
and Biſhop of your ſouler. 

As for the ation, that teacheth us what wee muſt doe; and 
as for the obje, that«cacheth us to whom wee muſt fo re- 
rurnc. , 

Firſt, _— ——_ po ny ob{rve, is to bc 
formcd in the praftice of two parti \ 
m Firſt in our averſion from finne. 
Secondly in converſion unto God. 

In our averſion from ſinne wee are to obſerve ("terminum « 
quo 1.] the matter from which weare to turne (viz) from 
the region and land of darkeneſſe and ſhadow of death, in 
our converſion unto God we are to obſerve rerminum ad que | 72.9.2, 
namely the fountaine and well ſpring of life to the which we 
muſt bend all our courſc,and that is to the great ſhepheard and 
Biſhop of our ſoules, 

We will not ſpeake here touching the firſt particular (namly 
our averſion from ſfinne) becauſe we are to handle it ſhortly in 
another treatiſe;come we therefore briefly to the EFeond, name- 
ly our converſion and returne to God, or as the Text CAPto 
the Shepheard and Biſhop of our ſoules, 


— 


But are now returned, &c. 


And happic, 6 thrice happic were all wee in this world, 
D 3 might 
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Rem.3-12. 


Cera ne 
Marves © 
my e men 
to rerurne 
ro the fold 


azaizc, 


The rſt 
kia ive, 


might this heavenly aRion and praftice of Saint Peters aſſem= 
bly, be op as really verifhed of us, as it was of them. 
But alaſl: alaſl: our times arc ſuch, and men now adayes fo a- 
verſe from Pictic, as that we may fay with the Prophet, hee 
that departeth fromevill maketh himUlfe a prey ; yea [ g/ome- 
rantur an nnum innumere peſtes exebi.] The milchicf:s of hell 
ate got to one Croude, and we (Gud-wot,) are ſcarce free 
trom them. Yea and the Prophet 1ſazahs reproofe may juſtly 
bee caſt in our teeth (viz, Ah finfull Nation,a people ladeiy 
with iniquitic, afccd of cv1ll doers, chiliren that arc corrup- 
ters, they have forſaken rhe Lord, they have provoked the holy 
Oacof Iſrar! unto anger, they are gone away backward, Nay 
the Poets out-cry, may moſt truly cry downe our corruptions 


[. fayiog.] i 


Vivitar ex rapto non hoſpes ab boſpite twins , 

Now ſccer a genero, fratrum quoque gratiararaeſt : 
Imminet c xit30 vir (onjmg us, ile marits. 

Luyida terribiles miſcent aconita Noverce, 

Filiu ante dim TP atrios inquirit in annos, 

Villa jacet Pietas, & virgo cede Madentes 
"Ultima coeleſt un terras, Aſtrea reliquit. 


Which words of the Poet are concordant with the Apoſtle 
(to wit,) they are all gone out of the way, they are altogether 
become unprofitable, there is none that doth good, no not 
ONCE, 

But now to alter the courſe of theſe mens ſinfull converſati- 
ons, whoſe wayes are the waycs of death, and whoſe ſteps 
go: downe quicke into hell, I would defire them inthe feare 
of God, and-for their more ſpeedy converſion and returning 
unto the grear Shephrard and Biſbop of their ſoutes, to entertatne 
into their con(iderations theſe certains motives which like 
-—_ Goadcs are able to make to ſtirre even a very heart of 

int. 

The firſt motive why we ſhould ſpeedily bethink our ſ:lves 
of turning the Card of our aft:tions, and of returning to our 
bl-ſled Saviour and his fold againe, is taken from Gods inſi- 
nite love moſt marycllouſlice ſhewed this kingdome from time 
to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


IN 
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'to time, Oh my deare brethren, bath not God with a migh- 
tic hand brought us out of the land of «gype and redeemed 
us out of the. houſe of ſervants ? * was there ndt a time when 
we groancd under the papall yoke, and when darkneſſ and 

canceneſſe went even into our ſoulzs'? Beſides looke unto the 
miſerics of other kingdomes, what almoſt unhcard of calami- 
tics have befallen them, and we notwithſtanding as yet (God 
bee bleſſed for it, though I confeſie we have beene very much 
s$kared of lite, ) doe fit at quict under our owne Vines,and cate 
the fruit of our owne labaurs, Againe thinke upon the un- 
quiet bread long catce in the Low-Countreys, and how that 
France heretofore hath beene made as it were a Cocke-pit for 
Maſlacres, and we (God be thanked as yet, ) though I cont: (i: 
grievous dangers have becne threatned of late, (God be mer- 
cifull unto us,) have peace in our borders, and plenteon/neſe 
within our petaces. 

Againe, oh how have other kingdomes of late yearzs beene 
aff. ighted with the continuall noyſe of the drum, roaring of 
Canons, rathnz of armour, ncighing of horſ:s, yea very Net- 
tl:s and Brambles growing in thoſe places where once the 
feete of GoJs Saints have trod. We for all this (God be ble(- 
ſe4 hitherto) have our Zion in periet beauty ſtill, and our Ic- 


Ati */ £.6 


ruſil-zm as in former dayes, Furthermore whereas in other 1, ,.. , 


kingdom:s heretofore God hath tnade the wiſxdome of their 
wife men to periſh, and theunderſtanding of the prudent to 
be hid, which is a mo{t lamentable plague and deſtints where 
ſocver itlightethz wee (G'o Þ bee bleſſed for it) for our parts 
have Moſes and eAaron and Iiriam to goc 1n and out be- 
fore us. 


MA 


In a word, 6 my brethren, conſider what Za/ach King of 47 ca *-. 


Aoab conſulted, and what Zalaem the ſonne of Beor anſive- 
red him from Shittim unto Gi/gal. 1 meanc how that filthy 
Harlot th? great Whore of Babylon hath curſt us all,our King, 
our Counſell, our Peercs, our Gentry, and our Commons of 
this land, and how the eternall God out of his infinite mercy 
and goodnafl: hath moſt gracioaſly turned thoſ: cxecrations 
into bleſings, and have now let every one that readeth 
this, ſeeing the gracious goodneſſ: of the Lord hath beene fo 
abundantly mercifully extended to this our Nation, returne 
D 3 with 
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with a thankfull heart uno the Originall and donour of this 
our happineſk, cach one reſolving with the Plalauſt faying 
_ will receave the Cup of ſalvation, and will call wpon the 
Pſa.116.12 ne the Lord.) 
The ſecoed @ The ſecond Mutive why he Where at fn a0 
wW 
to 


More. e/£xppt, why we ſhould forfake the neſÞ: of finne, and 
with all care and diligence returne fold of Chriſt, is ta- 
ken from the moſt grievous —_ which hang over our 
heads,fnd which otherwiſe wil affuredly fall upon us,and 
the reaſon is taken from the words of the Pfalmilt (Gying,) 

Plat 7.12, if a man will not turne, bee hath whet his ſword, hee hath bein bus 

13 bow and made it ready, and prepared bus arrowes againſt the Per « 
ſeeuters, Oh my deare brethren, I beſeech you lay 1t to heart, 
and enter into conſideration, what moſt terrible and fearctull 
plagues and judgements, our running and wandring from 
Chriſts fold arc ready every minute of an houre to hcape upon 

Gen.1324, our heads ; for inſtance lake,why may not rhe Lord of Hoſts in 
his moſt juſt wrath tarne fire and brumſtone upon our heads, as 
upon Sedomand Gomorrah,and fo contume us quite, for our not 
returning to him? why wy he not fuffer our encaues to ride 
over our heads, and alſo fufter us to be led away into captivity, 

Isd.4.:. and to bee delivered into the hands of labin ani Siſera, as be 
ſuffer'd his ewne people when they ſtrayed from him ? what 
are we ſpotleſke ? arc we more juſt then they ? Certainely my 
brethren, I tell you nay,and dofay belides, that if with all care 
and diligence wee doe not ſpeedily mend our manners and 
turne over a new leafe and returneto Chriſt, for ought 1 know 

Lake 13.5. tothe contrary, wee may all :k-wiſe peri/h., For now may the 
Lord of glory as juſtly exclaime againſt this king4ome of ours 
whercin we live and whereof we are members, as once againſt 
revolting Jeraſalem, Dfaying in thee have they ſet light by fa- 
ther and mother : in the midſt of thee have they deale by op- 
preſſion with the ſtranger : in thee have they vexcd the ta- 

Exch.12 7. therlefi: and the widdoyw : #n thee have they deſpiſed mine boly 

8, 9, 10. things, and prophaned my Sabbaths, In thge ave men that carry 
tales to ſhed bloud, and ms the mdf} of thee > ts commit lewdne(ſe. 
To pillar up therfore the Lords wrath and vengeance and that 
his fury do not take place among us, let us pertorme the taske 

14-3-4% that the Prophet feremy enjoyncs Krufalem, (faying) /er - 

ſear 
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feared and tyy our Wayes and turne 47 anc unto the Lord, Other - 


wife our bloud will bee upon our owne heads. Wherefore Exc4.z,cg. 
breake up your fallow ground, faw not among thornes any 


longer, bee circumciſed to the Lord, and take away the fore- 
$skinne of your hearts, yee men of adeband 7ernſalem, leſt 
my wrath come forth bhe fire, and burne that none can quench it, 
beeruſe of the wichedneſſe of your inventions, ſaiththe Lok b 
Go Þ. 

The third and laſt Motive why we ſhoulJ returne againe to 
God, and have a deſire to come torhe fold ot Chriſt whence 
wee molt mightily have goneaſtray, is taken from the ſaper- 
abundance of joy and comfort that all penitents ſhall enjoy 
and reape at the hands of the great Shepheard, which joycs 
and comforts are in generall three. 


Firſt, they (hall have an abundance of his mercy and an 
abundance of his pardons, 7/a. 55.7. 

Secondly, they ſhall have a certaine atfurance of eternall 
life, they (hall affuredly live and not die, Ezct.18. 23. 

Thirdly, and laſtly everlaſting joy ſhall be upon their 
heads, they ſhall obt1ine gladnefie and joy, and for- 
row and mourning hall fice away, {/e. 51.11. yes Gee 
hath promiſed them that they ſhall inherit a4 thing *, and 
that God will bee wnto them « God, and that they roll br 
wnto him (on; and dawghters, Revel,21.7. 


The uſe now that ariſcth here conſiderable tor our times 15 
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to reprove principally foure ſorts of Chriſtians, who nct- s pw 


withitanding the confolations and benedicions betore fpeci- 
fied,. runne continually aſtray ſtill, and feldome or never 
minde this Evangelicall exerciſe of returning tothe foi + +. 
paine. AS 


Firſt, The meere formaliſt : 

Secondly, The meere moralliſt, I meanz tlze mzere mc -« 
rally honelt man, that lookes no farther into Religr- 
on than the heathen did, 

Thirdly, The carnall humouriſt : 

And laſtly, the Lulke-warme L aodice ov. 
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Nemecre - Firſt, I muſt reprove here the meere formaliſt that makes 
be repro- Religion nothing cle but a meere faſhion, alteri 
as the times afford him cauſe. Look unto him on the Sunday, 
and prophane you ſhall ſee him like the Dominicall Letter zca- 
louſly red, but all the weeke after, you ſhall reade his deeds in 
He is juſt like the Glow-Worme ſeeming to bee all 
light, but make tryall of him in carneſt, and you ſhall find him 
a miſerable Worme. Great ſhowes and little ſubſtance (God 
wot) like onr high hang'd Mills that keep abundance of clack- 
10g when they grinde the leaſt ſtore of Griſte. 
{hallow babling {treames that make a great noiſe, and murmur 
ia their running, when alaſk they carry the leaſt ſabitance of 
water, Aske him why he doth not abandon theſe his formall 
and deceiving vanitics, why he doth not returne in ſincerity 
to the fountaine and well-fpring of life, and bee will antwer 
that he doth as his neighbours doc, and that his Religion is 
the ſame that the greateſt part are of ; ſo that wee may juſtly 
compare ſuch mcere formaliſts, unto ſimple and filly children, 
that will follow one another, thongh it bee into the mire and 
dirt ; whereas the counſell of the Holy Ghoſt is farre contra- 
ry to this their practice, adviſing all in the feare of God to 
preſent their bodies a living ſacrifice boly and acceptable unto God 
which 1s their reaſonable ſervice, and mot to bee conformed to the 
World, but to be transformed by the renewing of their minde, that 
they may prove what ts that good and 
God. But what I pray doth the Apoſtle Saint Jade fay clic of 
inch? But that they are clouds without water carried about of 
Tade 12.1; Pinder, trees without fruit twice dead. pluckt ap by the rootes, ra- 
ging Waves of the Sea foming out their owne ſhame, and wandrin 

ſtarres to whom u reſerved the blackreſſe of darkneſſe for ever, = 
therefore doth Saint Pax cxhort all Go Þ $s children by all 
mean2s in the world not to keepe company with ſuch, but to 
turne away from them, becauſe they have a forme of godlineſſe, 
but deciyms the powey thereof. | 

Secondly, I muſt reprove here the mecre morallift, T meanc 
the meere morally honeſt m2aning man, that lookes no farther 
into Religion than the very heathen did, Theſe arc highly to 
be condemned, making no care at all to returne to Chriſt, but 
conceiving their morall ations to bee all-ſatficient for their 


it as often 


Or like your 


perfett and acceptable will of 


foulcs 


_ 
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ſoules falvation. If they be temperate and not luxurious, if 
juſt and pay every man his owne, if chaſte, and not ficſhly gi- 
ven, if carcfull of performing covenants, and not break their 
day ; it honeſt to their neighbours, and not defraud them of 
that whichis theirs, if libcrall handed, and not penurious, if 
conſtant to their friend and not unſtable minded, if moderate 
in meatcs and drinks and nct voluptuous, if modeſt in apparcll 
and not proud and arrogant, if ſober minded and not given to 
ſenſualitic, then they thinke they have Religion enough, and 
that this duty of returning to Chriſt, and to his fold, is in 
vaine and needleſſe for them to looke after, 

But I would toG © Þ that theſe men would conſider how 
that the very heathen that knew not Chriſt did equallize them 
in theſe morall matters, if they did not out-ſtrip them ; and 
alaſſe alaſſe, what were they without Chriſt, and all their mo- 
rall vertues ? What became of their perfe&ions and their ver- 
tuous deſignes ? Surely my brethren,the beſt that can be ſaid of 
them is that they were but [" /plendida peccata, ] but gliſtring 
ſins, but ſhining vanitics, and then I pray, what are we, and 
our rightcouſneſſe > What are we and all our Temperance,and 
Luſtice, and honeſty, and carcluld&tſe, and liberality, and con- 
ſtancy, and moderatian, and humility without CunisT? oo 
Surely nothing cl{e then an uncleane thing, and all our righte- 
ouſneſſe like filthie ragges : and therefore henceforward let the 
morall and honeſt mcaning man thinke of a returne to Chriſt 
with all fpced and diligence, for being with hi.n we are at the 
tountaine of life, and without him wee a © no better than 
in the bondage of death, and the re:ſon is this, becauſe 
hee is our Advocate, and hee is the Propitiation for all our 
ſinnes, » 

Thirdly, I muſt reprove our carnall humouriſts who ſome. The carnal! 
times, will negle& and Night this duty of returning unto g_ 
Chrilt, and to his fold, becauſe it doth croſſe their pleaſures,and vcd. 
other times againe becauſc it doth crcfl: their profits, It that 
the religins performance of this ſo facred a dutic of returning 
to our bleſſed Savionr doe but croſſe their pleaſures, that they 
caunot put away farre from them thz evill day, and cauſe the 
ſcate of violence to come necreunto them ; that they cannot '— 
againe lyc upon their beds of 7ory and ſtretch themſclves up- 

E 


On 
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on their coaches, and cate the Lambes out of the flock and tic 

" Calves ont of the midſt of the ſtall z that they cannot chaunt 

tothe Violl and drinke their Wine in Bowles ; that they can- 

Num-25 6. not with Zimrs and Coſbi enjoy their unlawſall laſts, and 

with the deboiſt crue ſtay till the wine inflame them : then 

a. 5-11- and preſentlie then they deale with this gracious exerciſe, with 

this daty of returning to our bleſked Icfas, even as our wanton 

Gallants deale with their hunting Horſes, when they are not 

for their ſperts, they muſt to the mill. Or and if this ſacred 

duty doe but crofſetheir profits that they cannot lye and (ll 

and get gaine; that they cannot joyne houſe to houſe, and 

1a. 5.11. ficld to field, that they cannor buy the poore for filver and the 

Ane:85. needy for a paire of ſhooes, that they cannot make the Ephahb 

ſmaHk and rhe Shekg/ Great,and that they cannot falſific the bal- 

lances by deceit, then and preſently then they behave them- 

ſelves like Naamar the,eAHſrian,defiring to be excuſed and re- 

ſolving rather to loſe the favour and fervice of the King of 

heaven,than the favour and countenance of their King here on 

carth, preſcrring profit before piety,and the pleaſures of fin be- 

fore the fold of Chriſt,ſ[fying, Jwith the Leper in the ſtory, 

z Kin 5.18 this thing the Lord pardon thy ſervant, that my maſter poeth 

into the houſe of  Rimmon, to worſhip there, and hee leaneth on my 

- hend, &c. the Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing. Before he 

promiſcth moſt abſolute obedience, and that hee would offer 

neither burnt offring nor ſacrifice to any other God fave unto 

the Lord, as, 2 Xizg. 5.17. but afſone as profit and co.vmo- 

dity comes in his way, aſſoone as Fe2 bethinkes himfelfe of his 

place at Court, hce frames anexcuſe valuing his preferment 

under the King of Syria beyond the trus ſervice of theerernall 

Go Þ. And fo ( for application) is it with our carnall humou- 

riſts, who when their converſion unto God begins tc thwart 

their profit , that they mult goe and leave all and follow 

Cnmr1s , they preſently fling up all, and cric out amaine 

[ bic ders eft ſermo,) this 1s a very hard ſaying, who can 
beare it ? 

Laſtly, I muſt reprove our Luke-warme ZLaodicean, who 
hath ſach a conceit of his owne worth and fandity, as that he 
thinkes-he hath no nccd in the world to have this daty taught 
and Preſt nato him ; hee1s holy enough alrcady, zcalous hs 

ough 
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ough already, carcfull enough tobe with Chriſt already, yea 

and ſufficiently enough already return'd to the fold of Chrilt : 

but alaſſe alaſſe, wee may juſtly apply to his breaſt and boſome 

the hying of him that hath the ſeven ſpirits of God and the (e- 

ven ſtars, whereas thuu ſayeſt thou art rich and increaſed with Rev, z.r7, 
good 5,and haſt need of nothing; I tell thee that thou art wretch- 

ed and mi/cravle, and poore, and blind and naked, Such Luke- warm 

L aodiceans we may truly compare unto your benighted travel- 

Irs, who when they are once out ofthe way thinke every {tep 

they goe is very right, when there is not hardly a ſtep they 

ſtep but is quite contrary ; and therefore I would counſel fach, 

as the holy Spirit counſelleth that Luke-warme Church, 
(namely) ro bmy gold tryed in the fire that they may be rich, and 

white rayment that they may be clothed, and that the ſhame of their 
nakedneſſe doe not appeare, and to annoint their eye; with eye-ſalve, Rev.z 13. 
that they may ſee. 

But having done with this repr8ofe, me thinkes I heare the 05. 
perding boſome propounding a queſtion, and ſaying, it it bee 

uch a neceſhary matter with all care and dili , to returne 

to th: Fold of Chriſt, and fo dy a corruption to 
negle& the dutic, and to continue aſtray ; why then, when 
are Gods people faith he, bound in Conſcience to begin to take 
in hand this worke, and how in like manner mult they looke 
for to performe the fame ? 

For anſwer hereunto, let Gods Children in the firſt place $So/. 
know, that touching the time of their returning, it mult not 
be procraſtinatcd and put off from day to day, but [" (ubiro & 
8 preſents, ] forthwith and out of hand,and the reaſon is taken 
from the words of our bleſſed Saviour faying.] For now «£ 
the Axe layd unto the roote of the Tree,every tree that bringeth not 
forth now good fruit 14 bewen downe and caft into the fire ; Now 
therefore is the acceptable time, now is the day of ſalvation ; and 
againe faith the Holy Gho#t, to day while it is called to day, exhort Heb.3.13. 
one another to returne to our bleſſed Saviour, leſt any of you 
be deceived through the deceitfulneſſe of finne, and againe, to day 
if you will heare his voce harden not Jour hearts as in the provece 
cation, 

But here peradventure ſome one will obje& and ay; put 0z, 
the caſe we doonot inſtantly endeavour to do this facred duty, 
& 3 ut 
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Mat.2 4,49 


but doe delay the hereof till ome certain yeares. 
bee over our , and doe take the {windge and Carcer 
of our finnes, for a ſeaſo1 , perſwading our f(clves that the 
Lord will delay his comming to judgment, and ſv for the pre- 
ſent fill our ſelves with the delights and pleaſures of fin, what ? 
ſhall we nut be reccaved when we returne hereafter, as upon 
our death-beds, or in our dotage and the like ? 

For anſwer hereunto, and that thou mayelt be really reſol- 
ved and fatisficd in this thine objeRion, and in this point of 
Divinitic z I would cntreat thee my Chriſtian brother, to con-. 
falr with our Saviours words in this vecy caſe, who faith [that 
if an cvill ſervant ſhall fay in his heart, my maſter doth deterre 
his comming, and beginne to {mite his fellowes and to cate 
and drinke with the drunken, 6 1&4: ſervants maſter will come 
in 4 day when be locketh not for bim, and in an boure that hee 1s not 
aWare of, and Will cut bim off, and will give bim bisp rtion with 

pocrites and unbeleevers, there ſhall bee weeping and gnahbing of 


5% #1” ;eeth; © then what will become of thy death-bed ? what will 


06. 


Sol, 


become of thy dote- age ? 

L but thou wilt reply and fay again, though I doe dclay and 
deſerre my returning, yet I hope the way to good manners is 
never too late, tis never too late to doc good, tis never too late 
to returne to God, 

I anſwer, truc it 1s, myChriſtian brother, that the way ta 
good manners 1s never too late, and that it is never too late 
to rurne to God Almighty. But I pray what is the old fay- 
ing ? 


[2 ui non eft bodit cras minus aptne eric.) 


Hee that is not ready for God to day, will hardly bee ready to 
morrow, and againe, how can God take it well at our hands, 
to facrifice the prime of our daycs to Sathan, and keepe the 
bran (to wit) our death-bed, or old age, or dotc-age tor his 
frvrcc * nay and know further that though ["reſcipiſcentia vera 
nanquam fit ſera, tamen ſerarar6 vera, | Nay and though true 
returning to God Almighty be never too late, yet your pro» 
eraſtinated lip-labour kldome proves true, for [dat Dew penis 
tenti. vemians, qunm non peccants pamientiam,] God Almighty 

many 
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many a time gives his pardon to many a bleeding boſom, when 
agaiine to other ſome he doth not give ſo much as grace as to 
aske for pardon, and therefore now take time while time is, 
delayes arc dangerovs, and-put not off from day to day thy re- 
turning tothe fold againe, but meditate and ruminate on the 
Preachers counſell, who leſſons thee to remember thy (7rea- 
tor in the dayes of (thy youth, while the evill dayes come mot, nox Ec111 1, 
the jrares draw neere, wherein thow ſhalt ſay 1 have no pleaſure in 
them. ; 
Seccndly, for our manner of returning to our bleſſed Savi- 
our and to the fold againe, let Gods Children know that theſe |< m4 
direions and obſervations and-rules following are to be per. waves to be 
formed and obſerved and put in praftice; for there are 5 man- JyEn<% ty 
ner of waycs whereby wee mult returne to Chriſt, and to his rerurning ev 
bleſſed fold, — ag 
Firſt, we muſt returne [cum humiliatione,)} with all contri- * 
tion ofheart for offending our bleſſed Saviour, and for running 
aſtray from his fold, and the reaſon is this,becauſe [Des wo- 
rum emendatione placatur, C qui deſinit errare tram det mortalin 
facit, becauſe Gods wrath is appcaſed and pacified with the 
humiliation of our ſoulcs,and emendation of our manners, and 
he that leaves off from going aſtray, makes the wrath of God 
to become mortall, which otherwiſe would deſtroy him for 
ever : more inſtances we have in Ninivez in thechildren of 1on.7.7. 
Iſrael weeping at Aizpah. In Rehoboam and Manaſſes, in , chr. /.. 
Mary Iagdalen, Saint Pal, and Peter, who all in an hum- * ©'--3+ - 
ble deportment d1d demeane themfelves before the throne vi 
grace, returning with all humiliation unto the great God they 
had off:nded ; and therefore for concluſion of this point, for 
our parts, we ſhould behave our ſ:lves like Benhadad and his 
f-rvants to eAhab, wee ſhould returne with ſackcloth on our ' 5-22 © 
loynes and: with ropes on our heads, knowing the King of 
/rael is a mercitull King. 
Seco: dly, or the ſecond manner of way how weare to rc: 
turne to our bleſſed la/ms, from whom wee bave gone aſtray, 
even from our Cradles to this prefent houre, is this, wee muſt 
retu-ne [cam ſidelitate,)) with an afſarcd faith and confidence 
that his bloud and paſſion hath merited our redemption, and 
alſo hath merited an eternall acceptance for us into the fathers 
= 2 OVC 
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love and favour againe, and the reaſon is this, ['vecaut hee 


Mar ,16.16 that believeth fo ſhall be aved, bat hee that beleeveth not 


fo ſhall be damned. Oh therefore my brethren, let us draw 
neere wath a true heart in full aſlurance of faith, having our 


Heb.19.22. hearts ſprinckled from an evill conſcience, and our boJics waſh- 


ed with pure water, 

Thirdly, wee muſt returne [cum deteftatione iniquitatum, 
with a loathing and deteſtation of our former converſations ; 
we muſt be weary of the burthen and preſſure of our, ſins our 
former life in ſinne muſt bee no more pleaſant in our (ſight 
than your bitter gall and worm-wood 1s to our taſtes and pal- 
lates ; for ſo will the children of G o Þ behave themſclves 


Exec .36.3t when they returne to God, according tu the ſaying of the Pre = 


phet in this particular (faying) then ſhall you remember your 
owne cvill wayes and your doings that were not good, and 
ſhall loth your ſelves in your owne fight, for your iniquitics 
and for your abhominations. 

Fourthly we muſt returne = ſinceritate,] with the ſince- 
ritic and integrity of all our hearts, Tis not cnough for us to 
cry Lord, Lord, wereturne to thee and to thy kingdome, and 
todo this only with a meere orall and verball expreſſion, with 
the utterance and declaration mecrly of the lips and tongue ; 
but we mult performe ang do it [amyga/s;,)] with and in the 
rruth of the ſubſtance of our hearts ſincerely, loving nothing 
ſo dearely as to be with Chriſt : and therefore faith the bleſſed 


Mat. 15.1g father of all mankinde, £45 da mihi cor twum ] ſonne give mee 


1/4. 29.1 4+ oh 


- 


thine heart, mightily diſiking and condemning all ſuch man- 
ner of men, whoſe lips are necre him, and whoſe hearts are far 
from him, yea and in great wrath and indignation threatning 
a moſt diſggall plague and mifcry to fall upon them, and the 
kingdome wherein they live, according to the words of 
the Prophet (faying ) becauſe this people honour mee with 
their lips, and their heart is removed far from me ; theretore 
behold I will proceed to doe a marvellous works amongſt 
this a pr even a marveilous worke and a wonder, the wil- 
dome of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the wnder ft andivng of 
ſhall be hid, 
itthly, and laſtly, wee muſt returne [cum perſeverantia, | 
with continuall perſeverance, endeavouring this fo facred a 
duty, 
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duty,daily and honrely, nay even t1ll our laſt breath, whereu 
on faith $4/cmon [bee thou in the feare of the Lord all the day 
long, and he rendreth an cf:Quall reaſon for it, becauſe that he 
that wandreth out of the way of underſtanding ſhall remaine 
in the congregation of the dead. Tt ought therefore to bee ©/9* 21-15, 
our daily care to bee continually buſied about fo ſan&tified a 

work, and the rather too, becauſe as Saint Pau! faith [metemus Gat.s.g. 

f non elanguerimus, ] wee ſhall reape if we faint not, that is,wee 

ſhall enjoy iti crov and harvelt of everlaſting glory if wee 

perſevere to the end without Apeſtacy; and therfore as S, Paw! 

fayxth, beſtedfaſt and unmoveable, alwayes abounding in the t cor.1;.;2 
work of the Lord, for as much as we know that our labour is 
not in vaine in the Lord, I fay not in vaiae, becaul: alſo an un- 
corruptible Crowne of life God hath promiſed in his mercy 
to deve upon them ; witneſk his words to Swyrna (thus) 
be ſaithfull wnto the death, and } will give thee the Crowne of life ; 
and againe, [qui perdurabit ad finem is ſervabiter, ] hee that 
endures to the end the ſame ſhall be ſaved, 


\fV. 3-10. 
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Ob. 


But how (hall I know faith the wounded Conſcience, fay- 
eth the remorſetull heart and boſome, that I doe obferve all 
theſe rules and dire&tions, that I returne to my bl:iked S a- 
v10UuR with Humiliation, with hdelitic, witha deteſta- 
tion of mine 1niquities , with ſinceritic, and with perſc- 
verance ? 

For the reſolution of this point, that thou mayecſt undoub- So/. 
tedly know when thon art eff:Fually returned unto the great 1... ..._ 
Shepheard and Biſhop of thy ſoulz, take into confidera- raters 
tion theſe Characters, which will infallibly informe thee Jer? 
whether thou becſt rcturn'd or not. Which charaRers arc know when 


three, practice of 
Firſt, if thou beeſt eff:ually retarned from the wilde and fine ae re- 
vaſt commons of ſinne, into the incl-furc and paſturings prog oo 
grace, (nam:ly) unto the great Shepheard and Biſhop of thy Ctrig. 
ſoule ; then rhou wilt minde nothing more than the things of - ton 
a berter life (namely) which thy bleſſed Saviour hath p ed 1 Cor.2.y 
and laid up for thoſ= that love im. An inſtance for confirma- 
tivn hereof we have in Saint Pavl, who being wean'd fram the 
worlds vanities, and centred into the fold of CunraisrT, 
mindcs 
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Col, .>. 
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mindes nothing more than a diſſolution for to be with Chriſt 
ſaying, (mpimms drſſol vi, ] I deſire to be diſſolved and to be with 
Chriſt. Bciides, 3t it be fo with thee, as is before ſpoken 
of, thon wile have then fach an high eſtceme and conceit of 
the happineſſe that Chriſts Lambes enyoy and are partakers of 
within the fold, as that for other mundane tranſitory and pc- 
riſhing matters, thou wilt account them no better then dung 
for to winne Chriſt. Oh then my brethren, how farre thinke 
you arc thoſe men from the ſtate of holincſk, yca from Chriſt 
and his fold, that minde nothing clſc but this world ? how 
wretcheg are their meditations, yea 6 how miſcrably arc their 
mindes pcſtered with cankering cares ? They lic downe jn 
carcfulneſſe, _y riſe up in ſorrow, and the pelſc they dote on 
is reſerved to their owne hurt : for concluſion therefore of 
this point, 6 you that are ſhcep of Chriſts bleſſed paſture,that 
are Lambes of the flock and are within Gods palc, fee that you 
ſhew it in your lives and converſations : let the things of a 
better life be the chicfcſt treaſure you ſet your minds upon ; er 
your affelttions on things that are above, and not on thing s that are 
below, Shew to the world that you are riſen with your bleſſed 
Saviour, by ſeking thoſe things above where + hap on 
the right hand of God, Tea ſecke you firſt the king 

and the righteouſne(ſe thereof, and then all other things ſhall bee ad- 


ded unto you. 


The ſecons Secondly, the ſecond CharaRer to teſtific to thine owne bo= 
Charafter, ſome and alſo to all the world that thou art &ff:Qually retur- 


=—_ 
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ned, is a mortifying or a ſanRihed endeavouring to mortihe 
all manner of ſinn= within thee, yea thy beloved ſinnes too, 
that heretofore thou haſt lov'd moſt dearely : if then thou per- 
ccivelt not only the as, but even the very concupiſcence and 
luſts after ſinne to bre dead within thee ; if the very appea- 
rances of cvill feeme abhominable 3n thy ſight, if there be are» 
ſolution ip thee not to diſpenſe with any of thy formerly be- 
loved and darling vanitics, if the feare of God bee more pre- 
cious in thine eycs than the practice of any corruption what- 
ſoever, and if ſfinnce, yea all manner of ſinne whatſozver be as 
poyſon to thy thoughts, and as rottenbane in thy Meditations, 
then without all peradventure thou art in a moſt comfurts- 
ble Rate and condition, thou art got againe within the fold of 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt, and art <f:Qtually returned to the great Shepheard and 
Biſhop of thy foule ; and therefore fay I now in this caſe to all 
the world, as once St, Pax did to the Coloſſians in the fame. 
O mortifie therefore your members which are upon the earth, forni= Col.z.s, 
cation, uncleanneſſe, inordinate affetions, evill concupiſcence and 
corromſner which us Idelatry for which things ſake the wrath of Ged 

commeth on the children of diſobedience. In ſhort therefore, that 

we all may be branded with this eare-marke of heaven, that 

we for our parts may be knowne tobe ſheepe of Chriſts fold 

and Lambs of his focke, letus deale with all our corruptions, 

nay with our beloved finnes tuo, as once Samſon dealt with 

the Thiliſtines, ſmiting them hippe and thigh with a great 7 415.8. 
Naughter, and ſparing none. Or as [oſbna dealt with Ha- 1 11.2. 
zor, utterly deſtroying them. all, leaving not one to breath. 

Yea in a word touching our beloved finnes, let us carry 

our ſelves to them, as foſhnahs Captaines did towards the 

hive Kings, let ws even = our feete upon the necks of them, Joſh, 10.24 
and trample them into the duſt,and ſo our iniquities ſpall not be our Cree 10.30. 
YAHIRC. 

Thirdly, and laſtly, the laſt charater whereby a man may The hir4 
know and moſt aſſuredly aſcertaine kimſclfe, that he is cf:&u- Z32t 
ally returned to Chriſt, is a daily and a continuall longing at- 
ter the performance of the works of picty ; fo that if thou 
beeſt zealous of good works, if with Zachary and Elizabeth Tit. 2.14. 
thou {triveſt robe righteous, before God, walking in all the 
Commandements and Ordinances of the Lord blamcleſſc; if : «4 1. 6. 
with Saint Pax! thou doſt exerciſe thy ſelfe to have alwayes a 4's 2416+ 
conſcience voyd of offence towards God and towards men ; It with 
the / edars of Libanw thou growelt greenc in the City of our 
God, it with the flouriſhing Palme Tree thou dolt flouriſh in P/a! 92-12, 
the Courts of God, yea if like the Tree planted by the rivers ” 
of waters, thou bringeſt forth thy fruit in due ſeaſon ; then *'***3: 
without all queſtion, thou art 1n the waycs of life, thy condi- 
tion is the condition of Chriſts Lambs, thouart within the 
fold of grace, and cf Aually returned tothe great ſhepheard 
and Biſhop of thy foul: : bur if on the contrary thou beeſt bar- 
ren like Mount Gi/boa, if with Hymenews and eAlexander 
thou makeſt ſhipwracke of thy faith, if with Demas thou be- 


Tim 1.19, 


takelt thy felte to the world, and forſakeſt the word ; yeait ' Hg 
y wath 
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with Dew thon betakeſt thy ſelſe tothe world and forfakelt 
2 Tim 4.19 the word ; pou if with J/aiabs greedy d thou canſt never 


have 
Yay 56-1. rink, ad to morrew ſhall be as this day, andronch more abundant, 
wh then it is a very fearcful ſigne,that thou art in the ſtate of unre- 
Deat.z3 33 generation, that thy Vine » the Vine of Sod om,and of the fields of 
Gomorrha, that thy gr apes ave grapes of gall,and that thy cluſter; 
are bitter; and t re in this ca& I fay unro thee, as once the 
Reſ.14.1,z. Proj het Hoſea ſaid untoback ſliding Ifracl. © 1ſrael rerwrne 
4 awto the Lord thy God, = thou baſft fallen by thine iniquities, 
And thas much for the ation and duty of our returning, 
come go to the objeR, o_ wee call [termingum ad 
Fi incipall party tow wee arc to bend our 
ym Muſtrated Pk forth unto us by two Titles of office. 
(viz.) [Shepbeard and Biſhop, and that with this comfor- 
table qualification too, ty «wm ] of your foulcs, 
To the Sbepheard and Biſbop of your ſoules. 
And firſt i + mdz, to the Shepheard. 
Qua blefes That our bleſſed Saviour Iclus Chriſt bleſſed for evermore 
Saviour le- is called a S rd, Saint Pax/ doth reſtihe, as well as our 
fu Chit apoſtle Saint Perer here inthe Text, calling him, ['# muwds'« 
folure Shep” P apoBdmy that great ſhepheard of the ſheepe; which of- 
heard ""** fice of. his alfo to bea ſhepheard, will app:are more plaincly,if 
wayes,, we confider three things» 


1, Hiscalling to the office. 

a. ThesS dly inſtruments and proviſions whict: 
hee uſeth in perforvaing the ottice, 

3. His faithfulnes in the exact performance of the Game, 


Firſt, our bleſſ:d Saviours calling to the office, ſhewes that 
hee came not thereunto by violent intruſion, but in and by a 
lawfull way,cven being called thercunto from the very womb 

Iſs 453. and therfore tearmes himiclfe, [alu 3 x13; ] the good Shep- 
166.10. 11- heard. Others that come not in fo by the doore,arc theeves and 
robbers. 

Sccondly, the ſh:pheardly inſtruments and proviſions 
which hceutth in the performance of this his ſhepheart{s of- 
fier, declare him tobe an abſolute ſhepheard allo, which inſtre- 
ments firſt are theſc, 

Fuſt, 


of fin, ſaying, come tet ws full owr ſelver with ſtrong. 


| 
| 
: 
q 
/ 
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Firſt, he hath [" vir g am of baculum + Hammm conſolationss, 
hee hath his —y his ſtaffe and his crooke tocomfort his — 
focke withall, as that neither nor Heretickes nor de- 
vils ſhall doe them wrong, but they ſhall ſſeepe as the Prophet Freb. $427 
faith, Gafely in the woods. Beſides he hath ['oram cognitions] 
te hath his brand and his care-mark whereby he knowes them, 1.4.10. ”= 
faying, agroſco eas, I kyow them, | 

Next te hath [" fnlam direftions, ] his ſhepheards whiſtle, 
his Shepheards call, to order t ow they ſhall goe, and 
thereupon ſaith himfclſc ra mee andinnt vocem mn} 5 © MK 
ſbeepe beare my once, and f know them, and they fellow me, Thus 
much for the inſtruments he uſeth in the office,his ſhepheardly 


proviſions follow, 


Firſt , our bleſſed ſhepheard, to ſhew himſelfe a carcfull 
ſhepheard over his flock ides for them, [amm > born 7,6 12.16, 
ovile, ] one good Fold, Gnein reſpe& of the unitic of conſent 
in Religion, and therefore as they arc of one fold, fo alſo ſhall 49s ; 3:. 
they be of one heart and of one ſoule, like rhe multitude of the 
Converts ; or like J/arabs penitents comming from farre,fome 
from the North, ſome from the Weſt, and ſome from the Land 77.49.14. 
of Sinim, but all toGods Mountaine, all to Chriſts fold. And Exet.; 4.13. 
good in reſpe& of having an immunitic or freedome from all 
danger whatſoever, for they ſhall not hunger nor thirſt, nei- 
ther ſhall the heate nor ſan (mite them, Now as touching the 1/. 45. 10. 
place where this fold ſhall be, Ezekiel calleth the high moun- **434*4 
taines of //racl. 

Secondly, or the ſecond proviſion that our bleſſed Saviour, 
the great Shepheard bf our ſoules cares for for his flock, wher- 
by he ſhewes himſelfe to be a carefull ſhepheard indeed, is [paſ- 
cu jucundiſſima,] he provides molt wholſome, and moſt plea- 
ant feeding for them, Salomon in his Camicles calls them /,,, . 
beds of ſpices : Ezekiel the mountaines of 1/rae!, and the in- &e.; ,.c; 
habited places of the Country, and the Plalmiſt David calls P/at.:3.2. 
them greene paſtures ; all which infinuate Chriſts wonder- 

Full care and love, in & richly providing for his beloved 
flocke, telling alſo that he will raiſe up for a plant of re- ©? 34 7s 
nowne, 

Thirdly, hee provides for his flocke to ſhew —— 
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his infinite care and love towards them [ medicaming ſalu- 
berrima,)) all the wholſome- medicines thar can be imagined 
for their cure, and therefore faith, that he will not only ſeeke 


that which wasloſt; and bring againe that which was driven ' 


£544.34 16 away, but will binde up that which is broken, and will 


P/al 23 3. 


I/a.49-16, 


Rev.31-6- 


ſtreagthen that w*® is '.ck and wil fzed them with judgment. 
ourthly, he provides [aquaria ſuaviſſima,)] molt ſweete 
watcrings for his lacke. The Pfalmiſt calls them the waters 
of comfort- The Prophet Iſaiah calls them the ſprings of va- 
ter, [ ſaying} even by the ſprings of water (hall hee guide 
them, Yea and Saint /obn in his Revelation calls them the 
liviag fountaires of waters, (faying, he (hall leade them un+ 
to living fountaincs of waters, yea and he tearmes them clſc- 
where th: fountainc of the water of life [ſaying] I will give 
unto him that is athirſt of the fountaine of the water of lifc 
freely. All which moſt pregnantly illuſtrate this ground of 
truth, that the flock of our [ 
ſed for evermore, ſhall have all necefliries whatſoever, aad 
ſhall want no manner of thing that is good. 


ar he provides for them ['refrigeriams tranguillum,”] a 
Ext 34-r5 


quicr and a moſt reſt-full Lare, [hying, ] | will feed 
wy flocks, and ! wilt cauſe them to lye downe, ſaith the Lord God ; 


£xeh.34-23 and again, they ſhall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither ſhall 


verſe 25, 


the beaſts of the Land devoure them but they ſhall dwell ſafely, and 
none ſhall maks them afraid ; Yea 1 will make a covenant of 
peace with them, faith the great Shepheard, and will canſe the 
evill beaſts to ccaſe out of the Land, and they (hall d well faf:ly 
in the wilderneſſe, and (I:ep i1 the woods; whence briefcly ap- 
peares thus much,as is before ſpecihed, how Chriſts flock have 
a comfortable lare, a comfortable reſting place, and how that 
_ ſhall lye downe in peace, and no one (hall make them af- 
raid. 

The third point now whercin our bleed Saviour ſhewed 
himſclfe to be an abſolute Shepheard, is his faithtulneſſe in the 
exa&t performance of that his office ; Which faithfulncſle he 
ſhewed two manner of wayes, 

Firſt, /» querendo oves, in fe: king out his flock. 

Secondly, n tr adendo vitam ejus propter oves,in delivering 
up his life for his tlockes fake. 
Firlt, 


ord and Saviour Icſus Chriſt blet- _ 


PRI 
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Firſt, I ay, hee ſhewed his fairhfalneſk in the exat per- 
formance of his (hepheards Office, by ſecking oat bis flocke; 
and thereupon profeſſeth to all the world, that he was ſent to 
the loſt Micep of the houſe of J/rael, and again, I am not come 
to call the righteous (aith he,bat ſinners to repentance; and a- 
gaine he faith, behold T, even I will both ſearch my ſheep and 
ſccke them out, an4 as a ſhepheard ſeeketh out his flock in the 
day that he is among his ſheep that are ſeattered,fo will I ſeeke Exet-34 rr, 
out my ſheepe, and will deliver them out of all places wher- Iz 
by they have bin ſcattered in the cloudy and darke day, faith 
the Lord God, 

Secondly, hee ſhewed his faithſulnefe in the exat perfor. 
ming of his ſhepheards office, by delivering up his lite for his _ 
flockes ſake, Hee who being in th: forme of Go Þ, and 1%: 
thought it not robbery to be equall with God, made himſcltc 
for his flockes fake of no reputation, yea humbled himſclte and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the Croſſe for 
his flockes redemption, Oh my Chriſtian brethren, was there 
ever (hepheards hve like to the love of this our great Shep- 
heard > Oh here is love paſſing the love of wumen ! Many 
ſhepheards there are which peradventure will be very caretull 
for the fafety of their flocks, but never any ſhepheard fave this 
our great Sheoheard, the ſhepheard of our ſoules, that cver laid 
downe his life for to fave his ſheep. He did it alone, and none Ga/.z.tg. 
but he, ſuffering himſelſe to be made a curſe for us, that wee 
might obtaine the bleſſing of the Father through him, and 
thereupon tearmes himſ:lfc to be,and that meritoriouſly [ Pa- 
flor ille bom? that rare and excellent and good Shephcard, 
that did dare to doe ſuch a matter for his flockes falvation, 
pornilng farther, that as the father did know him, that fo 

did Know the Father, and that he did lay downe his lite 
for his ſhcepe. - 

And rhus much for the firſt title of the office which oor A- 
poltle Saint Petey renders to our bleſſed Saviour here (namely) 
that hee was a ſhepheard: come we now to the ſecond (name- 
ly, ) that he wasa Biſhop alſo, and that [animarum veſtrarum | 
the Biſhop of your ſoules,as in the words of the Text,but now 
- yee returned to the great Shepheard and Biſhop of your 
oulcs. 


Ma! 15.14 


lob, 10-15- 
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x, om + omioxomr> and Biſhop, 
As our bleſſed Saviour is called a Shepheard from governing 
and guiding his flock; fo is he moſt juſtly called a Biſhop from 
his teaching and inſ{truting them, [amrue@ ab imoxewiiy , 
and that # gyaw,] from the oveticeing or looking into, or 
ſarching, or throughly —_ the natureof his flocke, 
for ſo did our bleſſed Saviour carry himfelfe towards his bleſ- 
ſed Lambes, even from the —_ to Mount Calvary, cven 
from CAMeries wombe to Gelgoths, In thort therefore, ler all 
the world know that our Saviour was a truc and recall Biſhop, 
and that becauſe too all the ſignifications, all the interpre- 
tations, Nay, all the full and whole mcaning of the word 
[onoxwS&?) that is to fay, Biſhop,as in their proper place and 
Three man- Center met-in him. Three manner of wayes therefore in 
nerof waits briefe may wee call our bleſſed Saviour an abſolute and reall, 
= juſtly - . 
Sify. ,1.Inreſpe& ofthe ſgnifications ofthe word [ :niruen@'] 
of the word Biſhop, which were ſeene- upon him. 
2. In reſpe& of the qualifications of a Biſhop by the ſpi- 
rits cenſure. 
3. And laſtly in _ of all the comfortable agents,that 
were ever uſed in any Dioceſſe for the comforting of 
Gods Church, 


Firſt, therefore as your [ inizow#) is inſpeftor, is and 
Iſa.49-1. ought to bee an over-ſer and a Controller, 6 ut application 
in this reſpe& may our bleſied Saviour bee juſtly tearm'd to be 
[:nrzow@& a Biſhop, Jand the reaſon is this,becauſe the Father 
gave him for this end and purpoK, and called him even from 
the wombe and from the bowels of his mother, (namely) to 
raiſe up the tribes of /acob and tv reſtore the ved of Z/- 
Naas 6. rae, Yea, and alſo to bee a light to the Gentiles, and ſalvation 
unto the ends of thecarth, Yea and ourbleſſed Saviour him- 

felte to ſhew his care and overſight that he was an overſcer of 

his flock, laying thus, ['/ will bring the blind by a way that they 

Ifa. 42.16. kwow not, 4 il lead them in paths that they have not knowne, 1 
will: mak darkeneſſe light before them and crooked things ſtraight. 

Next that hee was a controller over the flocke, let his owne 

words be judge, © faith he [ſpeaking to your evill and _ 

Paltors, 


was, _ 
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Paſtors, becauſe you have thruſt with the ſide and ſhoulder, 
and puſht all the diſeaſed, with your hornes, till you ſcattered Erect 34-21% 
them abroad, therefore will I ſave my fiocke, and they ſhall _— 
bee no more 2 prey, and I will judge betweene cattell and 
cattell, 

Secondly, as the word [onioww >] is one, [qui alicui rei 
cw ande prefetins ef, I ſay 1s one,taat 1s ruler and governour 
over any thing that is to be cared for, ſofor application alſo in 
this reſpeX may our Saviour p__ tcarm'd a Biſhop, being 

chicfe ruler and governour over the flocke of God, . that was 

to be cared for: and to be redeem'd from death and thraldome, 

'and hereupon the Prophet Z achayy ſpeaking of this our bleſſed Zech.g. re, 

\Biſhop an of this rule and government, ſaith that his domini- as 

'on ſhall be even from ſea to fea, and from the river even to the 

ends of the carth, and that by the bloud of his covenant hee , _, 

[ſhall ſend forth the priſoners out of the pit. Tea and he ſhall be _—_ 

[great wnto the ends of the earth, and againe his government ſhall be 

'wpon bus ſhoxlders, and of his rule and Dominion ſhall there be no 

'end, 

| Thirdly as the word ['&nio««w& namely Biſhop, fignificth 

'cwſtos]] ro bee a watch-man or Guardian « r keeper or prefer- 
ver, fo for application, may our bleſſed Saviour be tearm'd a 

| Biſhop OD ” he yr ——_—_ —_—_ of 

'Ifrvel that nei s mov ſleepes ; he is the poore ſoules guar» pr... 
> 4 and the flockes guide, leading then to the fawntaine of life, to yy 

| the Criſtal ſhreames of comfort, he 1s their keeper and preſerver, j/a-49. 10. 

| ſuffering not ſo much 4s one of them to be loſt, but giving wnts theay (994 10.28 

| for their everlaſting inheritance life eternal. 

| Laſtly as your word [iriozn@ Bithop] is by its cleare 

| Etymologie, one that is [ad ſcopums tenzens) one that is ſtill 

 tehiding and looking toward the marke, fo for application, in 

| this reſpe& alſo may our bleſſed Saviour bee juſtly tearccyd to 

| be a true and a reall Biſhop; 6 my brethren, what I pray did 

| he looke untoelſe ſave the marke that was ſet before him ? fave 

fulfilling his Fathers will in dying for the ſins of the warld ? 

{ive in doing his fathers commands in ſatisfying of his wrath 

a1d jaſtice? Surely my brethren, hee (hewes himſclfe fo abſo- 

lute 1n this nature to be a Biſhop, [44 /copuns ns JETS 


ſtill rowards the marke, looking (till to performe gu 
al 


) 
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and to doc his fathers will, as that when the extreame bitter- 

Mat-16.33 nefſeand anguiſh of death was preſented unto lus eyes, when 
his ſoule beginnes to be exceeding forrowfull and heavie even 
unto death, nay when his bl y agony is ſo viol=nt, and fo 
cruell on him, as that his ſweate was like great drops of bloud 
falling downe to the ground, yet hee turnes not his eye aſide 
from the marke that was ft before him, he ſhrinkes not one 

Mar.14-36 jot from his reſolutions of obedience, but expreſfſeth him- 
ſlfe thus, (viz.) Father not what I will, but even what thou 
wilt. - 

Furthermore ſhould any one make ſcruple cr doubt of the 
realitic of Cyumn1s Ts Epiſcopacy, hee (hall finde that all 
the divine qualifications wherewithall a Biſhop is to be qua« 
_— by the cenſure of the Holy Ghoſt, were really found up- 
on him, 


—_— Which qualifications are thirtcene. 


Thirzeene Firſt, a Biſhop muſt bee ['# +0ian7&,, ] blamcleſſe [ repre- 

ons, to qua- Hemſfions non obnox1s,]] not worthic reprehenſion, he mult be 

— without ſpot or blemiſh, as was typificd and prefigyred in the 

Lev. 21.15, fonnes of Aaron; who if they had any ſpot or blemiſh at all, 

were not to preſfinne to approch to offer the bred of their God, 

And thus for application was our bleſſed Saviour a right, and 

Luk. 2343 a truc Biſhop indeed, in whom Pilate, as hee teſtified to the 

75* chicfc Pricſts,could find no fault at all,no nor yet Herod, being 

Iſa.y3.9. as the Prophet 7/aiah farth, one that had done no violence, nci- 
ther was - ws any deceite found in his mouth, 

Secondly, or the ſecond qualification of a Biſhop is,he muſt 

1 Sam.2.22 be was Yu 2105 arJpe. ] he muſt be the Husband of one Wiſe, 

not incontinent like Hophns and Phincas ; but hee mult bee 

[x6 undefiled, and not diſtain'd with uncleannes, his cha- 

Lut-1-6. ftitic mult be uncorrupted, like Z acharics and Elizabeths, not 

Gen.z9.9. daring with Zoſeph to do that great wickednes and ('n againſt 

, and inthis regard was our Icſus a perfeR Biſhop cleav- 

ing to his Spouſe alone and aff:Rionating none beſides (fay- 

ing) I am come into my garden, my Siſter, my Spoul:, 1 have 

Cant. 5.1, gathered my Myrrhe with my ſpice, and I have caten my ho- 

ny Combe with my hony, 
ThirCly, 
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Thirdly, he muſt be [pe>:@, ] hee muſt bee vigilaneand = 
watchull, vigilant to ro rg a cond 
away all noyſomeand hurtfull beaſts; and in this reſpe&t too, 


was our bleſſed Tefus a moſt abfolate and bleſſed Biſhop,fay 
p Crt 3448 


ing his flocke, [v4 will , 1 will 
thems ts lie == Sfon I the pers Reyna ou of the 


Land, and I will makg them and the places round about my bill a yer; 1, vc. 


Fourthly he muſt be [5cgeer,] ſober and of a moderate 
temper, having co alſo over diſtracted paſſions, and 
unruly nature. And thus tor application alfo was our bleſſed Sa- 


viour a perfe& Biſhop, who when he was nick-nam'd with 376-3: 
the flout of Carpenters ſon, when againe the Phariſees yt Mat. 9.34 


him and faid that he did caſt out devils through Beelzebub 

Prince of the devils, is not for all this moved one jot at all but 

remaines ſtill ['Z«#pev,] of an unmoveable and an unalterable 

ans gs cad cen Game) ect 
in ynagogues, or & 

kingdome, and healing ft (noewithſtandi L 

rous language,) cvery , and every diſcat among(it the 


Fifthly he muſt be ["d-v@,] of good behaviour,not giving 
the Lawes, And in this way did the ctcrnall our bl 

Saviour ſhow himſclſe to be a right Biſhop alſo ; for being at 
Capernanm, with Peter, where tribute was and 
- patd, and knowipg too, that as ſtrangers were liable to the 
ubfervation of the tax,fo on the other hand, it was as true that 
the children were free, yet that he might ſhew himfelfe to bee 


all their barba- vr.z5. 


[44@) of good behaviour and without offence, hee wills #47-27+ 


P:ter to goe to the Sca for the picce of that was in the 
fihes mouth, faying,take it and give it them for me and thee, 
Sixthly he muſt be [p.aiE:-G- ] given to ms maſt 
not have contraltam, ſed expanſam } 2 like and 
a miſcrable and a niggardly natare and condition, but a free 
and open hand toall the world ; and after this fort for applica- 
tion too, was the cternall Sonne of God a perkeR Biſhop in» 
deed,for when he had but 5, barly loves and two fimall fiſhes,as 


a man may lay,inall the world, (though many trade" 
£ 
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Ged, fo all the beaſtsof the Forreſt were his, and likewiſe the 
cattcll upon a thouſand hils) and when too he was in a Moun- 
taine, a place of hunger, and an argument ſatticient rather to 
keep that which a man had fer his owne lively- hood, than to 
part with any,cſpecially to ſtrangers that he never ſaw before; 
a and when too, the people were ſo many (to wit) in num- 
ber about five choaknd, which was cnough to give cauſe ro 
Ach and bloud to dread a.famine and a want,ſhould they part 


1ob.6.10.1 with that they had ; the number too of the people being fo 


great;and the proviſion ſo finall,I fay notwithſtanding all theſe 
difficultics,doth our bleſſed Biſhop diſtribute with a mercifull 
and an open hand all the proviſion that he had for the preſear, 
and os x miraculouſly pra&iſcth his hoſpitality upon the 
whole multitude. * 

Seventhly, or the ſeventh qualification of a Biſhop, is, hee 
muſt be [*/:/- x1:x4s, ] apt to teach, Readic to inſtruct, yea in- 


Ia 5.10, ſeaſon and out of ſzaton muſt he divide the word; dumb-dogs, 


that ncither can or will not barke, arc farre unworthy of 


Fa;z8t. fo higha funion : henlt cry aloud and ſpare not,that comes 


within the compaſſe of this ſacred office : and for application, 
moſt condignly then for this cauſe certainely, is our heavenly 
Advocate tcarmed and ſtiled a Biſhop,by our Apoltle: for who 
was morcrcady to teach then our blefſ:1 Saviour ? who more 
willing to learne the ignorant then he? and who more car- 
neſt ro have men be his Diſciples then he was ? look unto him, 
upon the Sabboth dayes, and you finde him teaching inthe Sy- 
nagogues ; look unto him upon the weeke dayes, and you find 
him teaching ſill, ſometimes in Monntaines, ſometimes in de- 
farts, ſometimes upon the Sea, ſom=times by the ſea-ſide ; all 
wayes tcachmg, never out of ation, Whereupon faith Salc- 
, mon (ſpeaking of our bleed Saviour) doth not wiſdome cry, 


* 3 


3,4,5- and underſtanding put forth her voyce? 6the ſtanderh in the 


Iays nn like 


top ot high plices, by the way, in the places of the paths, yea 

ſhe crycth at the gatcs,at the entry of the City,at the comming 

in at the dores, 

Eightly. he muſt be [',:3 »4>uwS-,] not given to wine, not 
the Propher I/aiahs greedy dogs, which can never have 

enough, faying one to the other, I will fetch wins, and wee 

will fill our ſelves, with ſtrong drinke; and to morrow ſhall 
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be as this day,and much more abundant ; but he mult be [rems- 
perantie filixs)] carchully abſtemious, by all manner of meancs» 
in this particular, lobking, that whenſoever he makes himfclfe 
partaker of that creature of God, that he doe not forget God 
the Creator, but receive it, according to the Goſpells rule, for 
his tomacks fake, and often infirmities. For ap; lication in | 
this point ; moſt truly may our bleſſed Saviour bee call'd a Bi- uh xr.34. 
ſhop, for this cauſe, who all his life time, praQic'd temperance 
in the higheſt degree, adviſing all in the fearc of God, to take 
heede of ſurfetting, drunkenneſ, and the carcs of this lite, 
leaſt rhe day of pe Ihe come upon them unawares. 

Ninthly, he muſt be [«# 2444s ] no ſtriker, that is ['»0» ad 
borrida promptus arma, | not deſperately forward to mannage 
ruftianlike broyles : For Gods Miniſters are peaces meſſengers, 
and the ttroakes and wounds which they are to lay on finners, 
are to be made [" g/adio or19, nom ore f/ady.] with the ſword of 
the mouth, not with the mouth of the ſword, For applica- 
tions ſake, our bleſſed Redeemer bleſſed for evermore, was an 
apparent Biſhop in this kind of circumſtance alſo, for when 
that /wdas had betrayed him into the hands of ſinners, and 422.49. 
when that thoſe which were about him, ask't whether they 
ſhould ſmite with the ſword or no, yea and when Peter had 
ſmote off Malchm his carc,our Saviourscount:] {t: aightway is Mar.26 52 
given thus. Put up thy ſword into his place,fo: they that take 
the ſword, ſhall periſh with the ſword. But here nce, 94 
you will obje& and lay that Chriſt was aſtriker, becauſe hee ; 
made a ſcourge of {mall Cords, and drave out the prophaners 7ob.z.1 5 
out of the Temple, with their Sheepe and Oxen, throwing ,, 
downe alfo the tables of the money-changers, and reproving 
others that ſold Doves, x 

To which I anſwer, and fay, firſt, that we do not poſitive= x97 
youy of any blow or ſtroake which Chriſt gave, though 
that hee made the ſcourge, and drave them ont, and though 
without all queſtion they deſerved many too ; Next fay wee, 
that put the caſe he mote them, yet.is he not a [\ 25*1«] ſuch a 
ſtriker as the Text condemnes, for this he did [| authoritative, 
by vertue of his rule, and power, and Magiſtracy, which hce 
had over the houſe of God ; others now that offend againſt 
the Text,for being ſtrikers,off:nd in — becauſe they _ 
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lewfull calling, or warrant, for the Game, to- bee done by 
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Tenthly, hee maſt be [dos 5305] not covetous or greedy 
after kleby Jacrc, baving his minde aidifted to, and pelter'd 
maſts } oma teri 


_—_——— 7 that are above,and not. on things that 
oe | uitly (I pray) for application, may our 
Hat. 4-16. bleſſed Saviour be fard to be a Biſhop in this kinde > Oh how 
infinitely did he light the world, aod the of it, whe 
Mat. 24.2, Sathan affaulted him therewith * what di agiine had 
he of thoſe wg that the _—_ _ him > how 
mightily alſo d difreſpeRt the title, of being a King here, 
when t would have taken him by force, — 
'yeaina word ; he is fo abſolutea Biſhop, 
abandoning filthy lucre,and all covctous de- 
fires,and fetling his minde,wholly to doe his fathers will, and 
not looking after the affaires of this world ; as that hee faith 
ot himiclſc, [though foxes hayc.tioles, and birds have nc\ts, 
Mat. 8,20. yet the ſon of man hath not where to lay bu head. ] 

E y, or the eleventh qualification of a Biſhop is, hee 
maſt be ["em{«dc,] paticnt, of: an enduring nature, one whoſe 
endowment- of vertuous diſpoſition, can make a grave at any 
time; to bury conturmelious calumaics. And ſuch a one for ap» 
—_—_— —_— our —_— leſms my who _ CY 

im, and put u im a ſcarlet robe, when t lat 
dp of et" put it on his head, when m_ out 
of mockery they put a reed in his right hand, bowing the kire 

Mt 27.48, before him, and faying [ harle King of the lewes, ] when they 
3s, 30,34 ſpit upon him, and alſo ſmutc him on the head, when Liſtly, 
they dragg'd him and led hiat away to be crucitied, and in his 
torment, gave him Vinegar, mingled with gall to drinke, oh 
bow paticnt(notwithſtanding all rhcſe a&conts )doth he carry 
hamfelfe continually ? yea fo paticnt, as the Prophet //aiab 
fith of him, | that as a (heepe betore the ſhearcrs is dumb, fo 
F-539-. opened he not his mouth. 

Twelſtbly,  hee-mult bee [<uaxG.] no brawler, ung al- 
waycs the language of Canaer, and utterly detclting the lan- 
guage of Afbaod. Which vertuous qualification now (wy bre- 

| thren) 


ing carcs, but he 
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thren) moſt apparently in our bleſſed Biſhop Jeſs, 
_ one Aveo of him, when hee was reviled, 
revil-d not againe, when be ſaffr'd he threatned not, but com- ** © 753 
mitted himfelfe to him thar judgethrightcouſly, 

Thirteenthly, and laſtly, hemuſt be [| 44& cixoz4u&)] one 
that ruleth his owne houſe well, having his children in fubjc- 
Aion with al gravitic, And fach a Biſhop alſo was wur heaven- 
ly Saviour, who though out cf the number of his Diſciples he | 
l:{t a I-44, yethe had the reſt of his houſe in ſochwery good 47; i, x4 
{bjeRion, as that in his roome and ſtead he had CHar:lins a 
better Grvant. Yea in a word, his ceconomie was ſo teconded 
with fuch care and ——_ as that he profeſſerh of all his 
Houſchold,that they had all the markes of a well governed,and 
of a well orderd family, as that viz. they heard his voyce, and " 
that they knew him, and that they followed him ;, fufticicar —— 
teltimonics of a right diſpoſed family. 

Furthermore to adde one thing more, and yet no more then 
needs, wee fay this further, that as our bleſſed Saviour was an 
abſolute rcall and a perfeAt'Biſhop, not only becaute all the ſig- 
nifications of the word [emon, which ſignifies a Biſhop, ] Laſtly, our 
were both verified in him, and of him ; and alſo becauſe all the —r—oqgrm—y 
qualifications of a Biſhop, according to the relation of the a» abol.ce 
Holy Ghoſt, inthatcaſe provided, were found upon him inlike 4.1m7?2'" 
manner, but farther alſo doc we fay in admiration of our Sayi- weth for 
eurs Epiſcopacy, and-alſo by way of conſolation to the whole j'7 $222 2! 
Dioceſk ot the world, we meanchis Saints, his flock, his belo- lo 
ved Church and Spouſthat he wasa Biſhop too ; for his ha- IG 
ving and for his ſending in, and to, . and throughout all hig crer were 
Dioceſſe, allthe comfortable agents or agents of comfort, that **< 2a? 
ean any wayes bee beneficiall or. advantagious thereunty, 
Which agents of comfort ( it I may ſpeake fo comparatively,) 
are _ as any good Bilhop bath in any Dioceſk of the 
world! | X 
Firſt,  then- the firſt agent of comfort that our facred and 'reorer”® 
bleſſed Biſhop hath;aad which alſo he didipromiſe to ſend unto ae 
the whole-Drocefle of his tiock for their government and cone Sip7 
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1ob 16.8. 


Job 16.13. 


Iov.t6.15 


TH 


, 


i 
F 


This [" /pirizxs conſolatorins)] this great and bleſſed comfor- 
ter now being to come[by the Biſhops Miſhon Jto the whole 
ſociety of the faichfull, ro Chriſts beloved fiocke, our Saviour 
relates of him again, that for the benefit cf Guds people tee 
would performe and looke unto three principall and materiall 
_ very neceſſary for the guidance of the whole Church of 


r. Firſt, - that he would [reprebendere peccata, | reprove 
them of their ſinnes, For tis impoſſible that Gods 
people can fee their errours till G © Þ s Spirit doe re- 
prove them. . 

2, Secondly, that he would [_gabernave ior in veritatem) 
guide them and lead them into all the trath of God. 
For how can it be otherwiſe but that ſinfull icſh muſt 
erre, ſhould it not be guided by the Spirit cf grace ? 

3- Thirdly, that hee would. [demonſtrare que facienda, | 
tcach thein and ſhew thzm what things they were to 
doe. For how ſhould Chriſts Schollers learne to 
performe Chrilts will, ſhould not the bleſſed Spirit 
their Schoole-Malter tcach them their Chriſt- croſl:- 
row ? | 


And thus ['my brethren'] and in theſe doth [" /pirs- 
tus conſolaterins ] the facred and bleſſed rter to the whole 
Epiſcopall juriſdifion,peculiar,charge and cure of Chriſt, and 
to every parcel! and member of the ſame, (if under favour I 
may fo fay without off:nce to any, and withort fuſpition of 
blaiphemy )[ :anquam conſolatorius cancellarine,)] as a molt lov- 
ing and carcfull! Chancellour, glorifying our Biſhop Iecfus 
Chriſt, bleſſed for cvermore, and alſo (hewing whatfocver he 
received to his bleſſed flock, of the which we may comfortab- 
ly read at large, Job» 16. 14 


kenag: Secondly, or the fecond agent of comfort that our Biſhop 


for his Church, are [ /acre Scriptare even the holy and 
facred Scriptures, which (1t I may be fo bold to uk the phrat: ) 
like fairhfall ſofragancs or furrogates, are fapporters and hel- 
ded 


pers to the Biſhops flock, For inftance fake, when any woun- 
conſcience is terribly skared with the affright of (in, then 


1,2. peak (briff» faffragancy,cven the holy Scriptures, viz. that we 


have 
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have an Advocate with the Father, Icfus Chriſt the rightcous, 
and hc is the propitiation for all our fins. If again death and 
damnation tell us wee are damn'd, then ſpeake Chriſts ſuffra- , 
ganes, even the bleſſed Scriptures, (namely, ) that there is no 
condenmation to them that ave in Chriſt Teſws, In a word, when 
Sathan ſts upon any within the jurif4i ion of our Biſhops 
See, telling them they are bur lo{t ſheep and under the ſhad- 
dow of death, then f cake Chriſts ſuff-aganes,even the fuppor- 
ters of his poore flocke, that they are delivered from the 
power of darken:(l: and tranſlated int2 the kingdome of Gods Col,.1;, 
deare Son, 

Thirdly, or the third agent of comf rt that our Biſhop hath The thir4 
for to ſupport, aid and comfort his little flock the Church, is x. 
 Regeſtim ] his Regiſter booke, wherein heavens records arc which our 
molt parely «.cpt and preſerved, and this Regiſter book, | hope Cn 
without any oft:zncc either to th& Biſhop of our ſoules, or cl{s Di-cc/ tor 
to any of kis beloved ſheepe of his bleſſed Paſture, may be ad- [gs 
judged of us tobe [ber vite.})] the book of life, Which Regi- withall ' 


ſter book of our bleſſ:d Biſhop { that I may ſpeak all in a word) 7c? 


is extraordinarily helptull and comfortable to the whole Dio- 
ccſſz, I meane, to all Chriſts Saints that arc members of the 
ſame, and that for theſe three reaſons following. 
1. Becauſe all Chriſts Lambs, all his deare Saints, all the 
(heepe of his Paſture, yea all that love him and are la- 
bourers in his ſacred Goſpell, have their naazcs there 
recorded, Phil 4.3. 
2. Becauſe their names being once there entred,they (131 
never be cancelled out, they ſhall never be cbli-era- 
ted, but Chriſt will confeſſe them betore his Father, 7%< fon 
and before his Angels, Rev.3.5. comfort 
3. Laſtly, becauſe they ſhal be adjudged, and becauſe they 2h, , 
ſhall have ſentence paſt upon them, by their ſoule-ſa- in bs Þ o- 


om $.r. 


ving Biſhop,according to therecords that are found 5704575 5 
thercin, Kev: 20.12, progtors, * 


Fourthly, or the fourth fort of comfortable agents, that our * « 

4 | is Caffer- 
Biſhop hath for to ſpeake for his Church and Rock are [ _ ings and 
ratores, ] are his powerfull Protou's, which [my brethren | —_— 
under him,(he being the grand Advocate of heaven and crth) tw. his 


doe contiuually jn the preſence of his Father follicite his Chyvckes 
Churches  * 
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Charches cauſe, and theſe {| proceraores,] theſe powerfull Pro- 
ors arc generally two, ver. 
1. Sangwuis > paſſiones, his bloud and fuffrrings. 
2. Temprationesr, his Temptations which endured 
when he was on carth. 
Firſt, 1 Gy againe thefirſt Proftour that the Biſhop of one 
Yee 6 foules the grand Advocate of heaven and carth, hath for tofol- 
fonmr® licite bis Churches cauſe in the preſence of the cternall Father, 
Chriſts js [ ſangei & paſſiones, } is his bloud and ſufferings, Oh his 
Crurekes death and Paſſion {mybrethren) is a powerfull « rm inthe 
ſufferings. carcs of the great Iudge ; yea their pleadings and ſollicitations 
are ſo full of power and truth, that they prevaile with the ctcer= 
nall Father tocommiſerate his Church; and there- 
upon faith the bleſſed Spirit ( ing of the efficacy of our 
6Ged.2. 34. Saviours bloud) »—> that bis bloud ſpeaketh better things 
for ns then that of «Abel, Yecaand againe, Heb.g. 13, 14. /f 
the blowd of Bulls and Gogtes, and the aſbes of an Heifer ſprin« 
ling the ancleane ſanitifieth to the purifying of the fleſs, 0 how 
much more ſhall the bloud of Chriſt, who through the cternall 
= offered himſclifc withowt ſpot to God, purge Jour conſcierces 
dead worker to ſerve the living God ? 
Secondly, or the ſecond Profour that the Biſhop of our 
The ſecoad forties hath for to follicite his Churches cauſe in the preſence of 
Ellen rhe etcrnall Indge is [remprationes, ] is his temptations that 
Churches be endured for us, when hee was on carth, Oh my brethren, 
cauſe” is bis ay his wounds plcad for us, that we may be made whole, as 
Ira* tis ſtripes for us, that wee may not bee beaten, as his 
ſhame pleades for us that we may tm fo his temp= 
tations plead for us that wee may not bee tempted above our 
ſtrength, but that we may havet h his merits an happie 
iſe out of all : according to the ſaying of the ſacred Spirit 
namely) » that be bigpſelfe bath ſuffered bring tempred,be is able 
##.1.12. 1 ſuccoxr them that are rempted. 
Laſtly, or the laſt agents that our Biſhop uſeth for the good 
— of his Church and flocke, arc ['«Apparitores, ] arc his Appari- 
comfort for tours, whoſe office it 1s to ſummon all his flock, to appcare be- 
Shifts fore him, cither in the Court of conſcience here, where hee 
the Aypui-ſits as chicſe, or in the great Court of Heavea hereafter, where 
ee heſits as Judge. 


And 
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And theſe Apparitors in thegenerall-we finde tobe three, 

1. Reprehenſio Sanftorum, the due reproofe of his Saints, "rater ay 
2. Caſtigatio filiorwm, the chaſtiſ:ments he ſends his ſons. cours web 
3. Vox tube ultime, the ſound of the laſt Trump. eur Biſhop 
The 2. firſt of theſe fimumon onr Biſhops fiock to apperre be- Uerh for to 
fore him in the Court of conſcience kere, wherupon they make Al hjs De 
a conſcience of their lives to.come; and the third which we co, 7, 
may call [ Apparitor Apparitorum,)] to wit,the grzat an4 gen>- appeare 
rall Apparitor of all; (namely ) vox !nbe u/time, the ſoun { of the betore him 
laſt Trumpet, ſummons them to appeare at the great Court of 
Heaven hereafter to heare then their judgment that (hall laſt 
for ever, 

Firſt, then againe I ſay the firſt Apparitor-that our Bi(ho p The 62 
nſeth to ſammon his flock that they may appeare before I1im in Appari- 
the Court of Conſcience here where he fits as chicſc,is [repre- our: 
benfio Sanitorwm)) is the duc reproofe of his Saints. Witnefle 
that one example for all, namely, our Apoſtles three thouſand 49s 2.47. 
ſoules, who ſometimes were ranke geerers of our-Biſhop and 
his Goſpell too ; Oh my brethren, for illutratio: hereof what 
I pray made thoſe madde Crerians-at the firſt, to a;peare ſuch 
good Chriſtians at the laſt > what ſummoned them now to ap- 
pearc in the Court of conſcience, and that before him whom 
they had contemn'd and ſcorn'd, when before, all their life 
time,they made no conſcience of what they did atal! ? | \Vhar vcr. 12 13 
muakes them to appeare now full of fobs, who before were tull 
of ſcornes ? what drawes now teares from their eyes, forcow 
from their hearts, and lamentation from their cheekes, becauſe 
they had been fo rebellious againſt the Biſhop of their Cules,fo 
long, but even Tas + apoftolica , ] the Apoltles dusz re- 
proofe, wherein he tells them, char they had taken axderncife. d 171 123. 
and ſlaine the Lord of life ? this done, and the reprooke being 
ſerv'd upon them thus, Oh how penitent doe they appearo 
[traight way, when as before they had made their faces harder 
then a rocke ? how are they prick't in heart now who before 
had hearts" of flint ? "Yea, 6 how glatly doc they receive the  ,,  .. 
Bithops charge- and dire&ions too, thoughbefore they were 
meere< enemies to all grace and piety ? © Certainely (my bre- 
thren) now the Biſhops proceſſe being thus ſerv*d upon them, 


(as we ſee) and they readily appear ing in the Court of confci- 
H Cricc 
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ence, doe minde now nothing more than to make a:conſcicnce 
of their lives to come, — as the Text faith,ſedfaſtly in 
the Apoſtles do&rine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of 
bread and in pages | 
The ſecond Secondly,or the ſecond Apparitor that our biſhop uſeth over 
Apparitour« his flock whereby he ſummoneth them to appeare before him 
in the Court of conſcience here, is [cofigari filiorwm, ]] the 
chaſtiſements _ he ſends his ſons, and whereby he makes 
them fit members of his myſticall body. Thus was David fum- 
mon'd to appeare at the Court of conſcience, and before roo 
the great Biſhop of his ſoule, when thrre dyed even from Dan 
3 $47.24- to Beerſheba, and that within the compaſke of three dayes, c- 
> 07+ venty thouſand ren, for as we reade, when the moſt bitter judg- 
ments of God were upon him, and bis people, and When bee bad w/ed 
little conſcience indeed, in diſtruſting the arme of Heaven and truſt- 
ing wpon the arme of fleſh, and when be ſaw the Angel that [mute the 
people;then he cryed out and my wage. ſrmed, [ bave 
dowe wickedly,but theſe ſheep what they ? O let thine hand 
I pray thee, (laith be) againſt be me and againſt my father: bowſe, 
pre nc) 4g 
Here Gods chaſtiſements wee fee are an uall fummons, 
which brings David to appearc at the Court of Conſcience ; 
and now what good uſe he makes thereof, let the text be judge, 
for he faith after the hand of God was upon him, and after hee 
had made his appearance in the Court of conſcience,that it was 
good fer him that be bad beene in trowble, that be might learne Gods 
fhatutes, for before he was aſfiifted, as he confeſſeth,againybe wene 
verſe 6.7. wrong, but noW he hath kept Gods word, A ſecond inſtance wee 
have in the children of Z+acl, what I pray ſummons them, to 
appcarc before the Lord in CAizpeth : and to come to the 
»$an.344, Court of conſcience and to cry [_ peceavs 7] Oh my brethren, 
was it not [\digitss Des ?)] was it not the finger of God ? was 
it not Gods chaſtiſements on them ? when he ſuffered the Phi- 
»$08-4-3- ,£imes to kill of them in battel about fourcicore thouſand men? 
dvah 3. 6, F200 2 word, what made Ninevs that great City to appeare, 
3 6; fackcloth and aſhes ? Shechaniab to be aſham'd and bluſh ? 
276.94. Yea Daxicltocry [ wee have ſinneg,zee kate done wichedly wee 
Cu" bevecommittedinuquity, and bave rebell'd againft thee ? 7] unleſſe 
Pakg.s, it were | caffigetiones & affiiftioncs, ] Gods chaſtiſements and 
ſcourge upon them, which, made them at length to gave appea- 
TAancc 
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rance in the Court of conſcience and to returne wnte the Shep. 
heard and Biſhop of their ſoules. : 
Laſtly, the lait Apparitour that our Biſhop uſeth for the good 
and comfort of his flock, and which we call the great _ 
ncrall Apparitour over all, is [vox :ube #/time_] the ſound of 
the laſt Trumpet, Both Sea and Land ſhall heare its ſummons 
fally, for tro make their apparance at the great Court of the 
laſt judgment day,according to the faying of our bleſſed Savi- 
our, (to wit,) Bchold, I ſbew you a myſtery, we ſhall not all ſleepe, , (15.59 
but we ſhall all be changed, in a moment in the PRC an eye, 5t- 
at the laſt Trump, for the Trumpet ſonal ſound, and the dead ſhall be 
raiſed incorraptible, and we ſhall be changed. Then ſhall Ezekiel; evkss 
dry bones bearing this ſiund and ſummons, reccave breath againe, * © 5, 
and ſinewes, and ficſh and $kin ſhall cover them,and they ſhall 
live. Then ſhal the graves yeeld up their dead,and duſt & aſhes 
ſhall then live again, Rottenneſk in decayed nature then ſhall 
receive ſtrength, and old aged mortality ſhall learne then to 
be come immortall. The deafe alſo then at this ſammons ſhall 
have a quick earc, and willing or nilling ſhall appeare at the 
great Court, Thus all men (my brethren) upon this laſt fum- 
mons ſhall give their attendance, waiting the judgment of the 
great judge, who in our Text here is called the Shepheard and 
Biſhop of our ſoules. 
And now to conclude in briefe, and that we may make our 
ſclves ready for his ſecond comming, I will make that prayer tTheſ. 5.33 
for us all, which once Saint Pax! made for the Theſſalonians 
(oz) now the very God of Peace fanRific us wholly, and 
I pray God our whole ſpirits and foules and bodics may 
be preſerved blameleſſe, unto the comming of our 
Lord eſws Chriſt, unto judgment, who (as 
our Apoſtle tells us in the Text) «the 
great Shepheard and Biſhop of 


our ſoules, 


FINIS, 


P Are 6. line 19. for are read care, p 6 4, xr. for ftrairy. firay, p 1-4. 2 4-for 
this » thus p. 14.4. 13. for that, y. the p. 15. 4. 26. for ſhoald r. ſhouldft, 
þ+ 19. 4. 15. for ations, r. afiion,p.2 4.4.4 . for prophane, r. perchancegp.24-1 14. 
for babling, r, bubliag, p. 38.4 34-for ſaying, r. ſa th, p 39.1 13. for this, r. his. 


